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Even though motorcycles can usually park 
nearly anywhere on campus, three students who 
drive motorcycles were ticketed in February for 
illegal parking in one afternoon.
According to police records, three students 
were given tickets that day between 3 p.m. and 
5 p.m. 
The motorcyclists received tickets because 
they were parked in a striped “no parking” zone 
in the parking lot. 
However, with parking being the problem 
that it is on campus lately, officers have not al-
ways been enforcing this illegal parking viola-
tion with motorcyclists.
“We can’t have them parking in no parking 
zones as a rule,” said campus security chief Rich-
ard Goodsend. “However, with the lack of park-
ing on campus, we have not been enforcing that 
rule unless there is a hazard to the public or an 
obstruction to traffic flow.”
Goodsend went on to say that the communi-
cation on this rule may have been lacking, and 
these tickets could have been avoided.
“If these guys had appealed with a reasonable 
explanation, I would have voided the tickets,” 
Goodsend said. “That doesn’t mean that motor-
cycles can park wherever they like, but if they 
are parked in a reasonable manner in a parking 
lot, we will usually work with them.”
Goodsend also mentioned that motorcycles 
are also permitted to park more than one per space. 
Currently, most of the parking on campus is geared 
towards cars, but there is motorcycle parking in the 
S lot near the CE building.
Campus cops crack down on motorbikes?
Lauren Blais, The Compass
Motorcyclists and scooter riders around campus were recently given tickets for not displaying permits and parking in no 
parking zones.
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The United States’ roughest economic trouble since the Great De-
pression has caused some institutions to fail and most to struggle.
GSC, like other Georgia schools and colleges, has been forced to 
work with smaller budgets. 
Budgets at all Board of Regents schools have been reduced substan-
tially this year. 
“The first step of the process was for us to reduce our budget by 5 
percent,” said Paul Glaser, vice president for business and finance at 
GSC. “As part of this reduction we had eight new staff positions that 
we anticipated hiring in the fall that we did not hire.”
Additional reductions included reducing out-of-state travel for 
both teachers and students, slowing down on purchasing replacement 
computers for the labs, and becoming less aggressive in regards to 
facility maintenance. 
“These are all things we did just to cover the 5 percent reduction,” 
Glaser said.
The Board of Regents has taken further steps to reduce GSC’s cur-
rent year’s budget totaling an additional 6 percent. This semester, all 
students have to pay a $50 fee, and faculty and staff have seen a reduc-
tion of 5 percent in the amount of money that the Board of Regents 
provides to cover their insurance.
“Keep in mind,” Glaser said, “that these additional budget reduc-
tions were made outside of GSC by the Board of Regents. In essence, 
we are getting less appropriations money from the state than was 
originally approved.”
GSC anticipates a similar, if not slightly reduced, budget for the 
upcoming fiscal year. However, this time they will be able to prepare 
for it and be proactive in their approach, Glaser said.
“We have not made any layoffs, and do not anticipate doing so in 
the near future, but we will not be able to hire as many people as we 
normally would,” said Glaser. GSC is currently in the process of ad-
vertising for approximately 35 additional faculty members and some 
critical staff positions, but Glaser fears that the school may, in the near 
future, be asked to freeze all hiring if the State’s financial shortfall does 
not reverse itself.
Not everything is so dismal though. In fact, Glaser says that GSC is 
in as good of shape as any school in the state. 
“We are one of the most efficient institutions in the state,” Glaser 
said. “We are near the bottom (the good end) on nearly all student 
expenditures and are the most efficient with faculty and staff salaries. 
By being so efficient, we are hurt less.”
Glaser also anticipates another increase in enrollment for GSC in 
the following school year by about 10 percent, bringing total atten-
dance at both campuses to around 9,000 students.
“That revenue helps soften the blow on anything else we are re-




Wal-Mart and Gainesville State have partnered to further diversity within early 
childhood education.  
On January 21, GSC officials accepted a $100,855 grant from Wal-Mart that was 
implemented in order to encourage diversity. 
“It is so important to diversify our teaching pool,” said Carly Womack-Wynne, 
assistant professor of education.
Womack-Wynne, along with other GSC advocates, approached Debbra Pilgrim, 
who does grant writing at GSC, several months ago and described the need they 
saw for diversity within the system. 
Pilgrim contacted Wal-Mart who agreed to give the money for the grant.
The grant will be given to up to five students per semester, offering them up to 
$1,776 each for both books and tuition. Along with this, Womack-Wynne says 
that Wal-Mart agreed to fund tutors who can make sure the students who receive 
the grant will achieve academic success.
Womack-Wynne said that they are currently working on finding recruiters to 
help identify students eligible for the grant.  GSC is requiring that these recruiters 
have a four-year degree and be working on a master’s degree. The human resourc-
es website is currently accepting applications for this job.
Along with looking for applicants from diverse backgrounds, “we are looking 
for good, solid role models,” said Womack-Wynne. “They do not have to have a 
perfect GPA but must be academically sound.”
Womack-Wynne said that within elementary schools there is extreme diver-
sity. 
Despite this, 80 percent of teachers within the system are white females. 
“Diverse students need to see themselves reflected in the classroom,” said Wom-
ack-Wynne. “They need to see that they too can go to college and that there is a 
place where they will be embraced and valued.  Until we begin to prioritize diver-
sity in our student body, the children in the community will not benefit by teach-
ers that they can relate to and identify with.” 
Both GSC staff and students are thankful to Wal-Mart for the contribution, she 
said. 
“I am tremendously grateful to Wal-Mart,” Womack-Wynne said.  “They have 
provided a life-changing opportunity for every teacher candidate that benefits 
from the scholarship as well as every student that passes through their door when 
they take their public school classrooms.”
She painted a picture of the impact the grant will have on students, noting if 
each teacher who benefits from this grant has 25 students for 30 years that 750 
lives will be changed. 
The grant has already begun to affect diversity within the system. 
“I would like to say thank you, thank you, thank you!” said Maria Harbison, 
ECE major at GSC. “This is such an honor. ... I know that what they have give me 
is something that I can give back 10-fold to my future classroom.” 
Wal-Mart and GSC promote 
diversity through scholarship
Gainesville State College and the dollar
Learn how to get more scholarships on page 7
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Most students are familiar with the little blue, 
grey and white box that pops up every time they 
log onto a campus computer. And most students 
don’t give it a second thought as they immediate-
ly hit the X in the upper right-hand corner of the 
window. This little window is the Notice Board.
Some students simply use the campus comput-
ers for other things.
“I don’t really pay attention to [the notice board] 
because I am usually just checking my e-mail,” said 
Anastasia Payne, a GSC student. 
Others believe that the notice board is not up-
dated often enough to be useful.
“It always shows the same thing,” said GSC stu-
dent  Danielle Minardi.
The current notice board is ineffective at attract-
ing students’ attention, she said. 
It would be great if they could add some pictures, 
instead of the announcements being just plain text, 
Minardi said.
“I seldom use it,” said GSC student Stephen Os-
borne. “I only look at the stuff with attractive col-
ors.”
Matt Brewster called it “not user friendly.”
“Notice board feels unorganized and it’s kind of 
a pain to use,” said Brewster.
The current notice board was being maintained 
by Nathan Corn, who left GSC in May 2007.
Many feel what began as a communication ve-
hicle for GSC has become an outdated inconve-
nience. GSC needs a more effective communica-
tion vehicle to let students know about current 
events going on around campus, they say. 
IT staffers Lance Hundt and Michael Roth are 
currently working on putting together a new no-
tice board for GSC.
“The current notice board is going to be phased 
out and replaced with an entirely new system built 
around the new website,” said Lance Hundt, virtual 
systems administrator for GSC. Though the new 
notice board is still in the development phase, it 
looks to be very promising, he said. 
One of the features of the new notice board is 
that it will be accessible from home as well as on 
campus, Hundt said. 
Posts will be easier to find with the addition of 
tags. The new notice board will also be able to keep 
track of where a user let off viewing so that they 
will not have to see the same post over and over. 
There will also be some great additions to the 
posting process with the new notice board.
Students will be able to make posts on the new 
notice board, said Hundt, but they will have to be 
approved before they are posted.
Users will have the ability to add photos to their 
posts as well as multi-colored text and more acces-
sible links.
When making a new post, users will be able to 
choose their audience and a tag category for their 
post. These new options will also allow users to 
customize how they view the notice board, which 
will hopefully be in full production by fall ‘09, said 
Hundt.
By Leah Perdue
Opinions and Editorials Editor
924161398@gsc.edu
GSC is welcoming a new vice president of Aca-
demic Affairs in June. 
Marya Leatherwood, Ph.D., is currently inter-
im assistant chancellor and vice chancellor at the 
University of Illinois at Springfield.
In April, Leatherwood will take over as the 
new chief academic officer here at GSC, replacing 
Michael Stoy, who became president of Middle 
Georgia College last summer.
Leatherwood has had a diverse career, including 
working with special-needs children and adults 
seeking to re-enter the workforce. However, she 
has a special interest in higher education.
“There are so many opportunities for encourag-
ing students to examine issues from multiple per-
spectives,” Leatherwood said, “and prepare them 
to live and work in a diverse and global world.”
Even though she lives in Illinois, Leatherwood 
has quite a few ties to the Georgia area.
“I started my professional career in the Atlanta 
area,” said Leatherwood. “Several years later, I en-
tered the PhD program at the Georgia Institute of 
Technology.”
Her ties to Georgia aren’t the only thing that 
brought Leatherwood to GSC.
In her interview at both GSC campuses, she 
was asked to share her vision for building a 21st 
century access institution of distinction. 
“During the course of the interview, I found 
that many elements of my vision for building such 
an institution are shared by other members of the 
GSC campus community,” she said.
Leatherwood will work with faculty and staff 
to develop and deliver curricula that will meet 
“the needs of our students and the needs of our 
region.”
That won’t be the full extent of her involvement 
here at the college, however.
“If the opportunity arises and my schedule per-
mits,” said Leatherwood, “I would like to occa-
sionally offer a course at our campuses.”
New VP of Academic Affairs 
eager to start work here
The notice board is going unnoticed
Caitlin O’Dell, The Compass
Gainesville State College student Jacob Davis says he closes the current GSC notice board without looking at it and 
checks his e-mail, the news and Facebook. A new, improved notice board is on its way.
Did you know ...
E-mail is the official form of communication 
at Gainesville State College.
Recently, the Executive Council of the College 
made a decision “to conserve resources (use less 
paper as well as save money on postage, paper 
and envelopes as well as staff time with budget 
cutbacks during rapidly growing enrollment),” 
Tom Walter, vice president for Student Develop-
ment & Enrollment Management at GSC, in an 
e-mail.
“Effective this semester,” Walter said, “students 
will be notified that they are on the Dean’s List 
or Merit List or that they are on probation (first-
time or continuing) via email sent to their GSC 
student e-mail account.” 
“Students on the Dean’s List and Merit list will 
also receive an attached letter with a signature 
which can be printed out.  Students on the Presi-
dents’ List (4.0 grade point average) will contin-
ue to receive a letter in the U. S. mail from the 
President’s Office.” 
“Formerly, all of the above students received a 
letter through the U. S. mail,” he said.
Don’t forget to check your GSC e-mail daily 
for updates and to find out if your name is on one 
of these lists.




Despite a chilly day of drizzling 
rain, the Biennial Faculty Art Exhibi-
tion located in the Roy C. Moore Art 
Gallery room in the Continuing Edu-
cation building opened its doors to 
students, faculty and staff on Feb. 18.
“I like that we get to see the other 
end of the spectrum. The teachers al-
ways critique our work so now we can 
get a sense of critiquing their work,” 
said Laura Franz, art gallery assistant 
and GSC student.
A combination of 12 full-time and 
part-time art faculty from both the 
Oconee and Gainesville campuses 
currently had artwork displayed in 
the exhibition. 
The artwork on display illustrated 
techniques in artistry and skill that 
the art faculty use to teach the foun-
dation level art courses to students at 
GSC.
“It’s an opportunity to showcase 
everyone’s work and also feature the 
quality of the program,” assistant pro-
fessor of art and art gallery director 
John Amoss said. “It allows the ability 
to look through people’s eyes. I think 
art can also show how rich life can be 
and is.”
Since the last faculty exhibition 
two years ago, there have been several 
new faces in the ranks of the art fac-
ulty program at GSC that have their 
art work displayed in the exhibition 
gallery room.
“I’m pretty confident that anybody 
who stepped into that space would 
feel the presence of a lot of different 
personalities,” Amoss said.
A native of South Korea, assistant 
professor of art Hyoung Seok Kim 
has lived in the U.S. for the past three 
years, where he earned his master’s 
of fine arts at Utah State University 
before being hired to teach sculpture 
classes at GSC.
According to Kim, his artwork 
focuses on the story of communica-
tion and the connection between all 
things in the universe, which provide 
communication in a variety of ways.
One of the two wooden sculptures 
Kim had on display, Sound Particles, 
was made out of plywood and resin 
with an internal steel frame and stands 
more than 6 feet tall. The  body of the 
sculpture is pear-shaped. At the very 
top the sculpture spawns a tubular 
extension that twists 360 degrees in 
a snake-like twist and out emerges a 
wide spout similar to a trumpet bell. 
The astonishing part about the 
piece is it took Kim three months to 
create it, and he still allows students 
to touch and gently push the sculp-
ture and listen to it. 
“You can push it and it makes 
sounds, which I think is really cool 
because there’s that stigma when you 
go into a gallery and you’re not sup-
posed to touch things,” Franz said.
Just a few feet away from Kim’s 
sculpture was a set of photographs on 
a side wall belonging to another new 
face on the art faculty at GSC,  ad-
junct professor Karin Bolender. 
The two photos are part of her se-
ries, Roses for Roadkill: Fox Opera, 
and are photos of animal roadkill. 
Bolender focuses on performance art, 
the interaction between her human 
acts of memory by recording and 
taking a picture of roadkill and laying 
a rose beside the expired corpse (the 
natural landscape). This validates her 
art as a bond between humans and 
nature.
“It’s funny because my aunt actu-
ally does this,” Franz said.  “She takes 
pictures of roadkill minus the roses. 
And she also takes pictures of the 
memorials you see on the side of the 
road. I’d have to look at it more be-
fore I form a solid opinion of it but it’s 
kind of morbid.”
Kim and Bolender were only two 
out of the 12 faculty who had art dis-
played in the gallery exhibit. The show 
was an irresistibly quirky event.
The exhibition was open to the 
public until March 18 with a closing 
reception that day, but if you missed 
it, you can see it on video at www.gsc-
compass.com. The gallery has ongo-
ing exhibitions during the year. 
GSC Faculty Biennial Exhibition wows 
Jaime Munoz, The Compass
Pictured are a variety of artwork on display at the 
Biennial Art Exhibition. (Left to right) Adjunct Karin 
Bolender’s Roses for Roadkill: Fox Opera, Assistant 
Professor of Art Hyoung Seok Kim’s Sound Particles, 
Assistant Professor of Art John Amoss’s Pechydermis 




Gainesville State College Presi-
dent Martha T. Nesbitt was presented 
the Turknett Leadership Character 
Award last month.
Nesbitt was one of six winners to 
receive the annual statewide award 
recognizing Georgia leaders. Nesbitt 
was among 44 individuals nominated 
for the award this year. 
The Turknett Leadership Group 
which presents the awards every year 
is a management firm based in Atlan-
ta. According to the Turknett online 
website, the advisory group in charge 
of selecting winners searches for in-
dividuals with high levels of respect, 
integrity and responsibility within 
their company or organization.
Nesbitt was nominated by two col-
leagues within GSC: Executive Dean 
for the Oconee Campus Penny Mills 
and Associate Vice President of Aca-
demic Affairs Mary Lou Frank. 
“I think that Dr. Nesbitt is one of 
the finest examples of leadership, eth-
ical decision making, and she holds a 
strong collaborative relationship with 
students, faculty and staff on cam-
pus,” Mills said. 
Nesbitt has been president of GSC 
since 1997. She was the first female 
president of GSC and remains one of 
five current women presidents within 
the 35 college and universities that 
make up the University System of 
Georgia. Before becoming president 
at GSC she was also the first female 
vice president at DeKalb College 
which is now known as Georgia Pe-
rimeter College.
“I had challenges in terms of some 
men who really resented when I be-
came vice president,” Nesbitt said. “I 
was the first woman to become vice 
president at DeKalb. Basically what I 
did was try to show them that there 
wasn’t a problem and there weren’t 
any feelings of superiority.” 
Nesbitt also served as the special 
assistant to the chancellor of the Uni-
versity System of Georgia from 1996 
to 1997 before coming to GSC.
“The campus welcomed me and 
made me feel welcomed,” she said. 
“Nobody made a big deal that I was 
the first woman president. I didn’t feel 
any special pressure because I was a 
woman and never have had.” 
Before her inauguration, a Gaines-
ville Times reporter asked her what 
it was like being the first woman 
president of GSC.  Nesbitt said she 
had trouble answering that question 
“because I know I’m a woman but I 
just never felt like there was any dif-
ference in the way I was treated.”
Among her milestone accomplish-
ments during the past 12 years have 
been spearheading the opening of 
the Oconee campus in the summer 
of 2003 and offering four-year bacca-
laureate degrees, such as early child-
hood education, by collaborating 
with North Georgia College and State 
University.
Nesbitt also initiated a ban on 
smoking at GSC in 2003, which made 
national news as GSC was one of the 
nation’s first college campuses to be-
come smoke-free. 
“We often had people who smoked 
outside the entrances and we started 
to receive complaints from non-
smokers who had to pass through the 
barrage of smoke while exiting the 
buildings,” Mills said. “That’s when 
she started thinking about the idea of 
becoming a tobacco-free campus. 
“She talked to staff, faculty and stu-
dents and talked to groups on campus 
and it came down to where she finally 
said ‘I’m going to get this done’.”
Even in the midst of the current re-
cession Nesbitt has managed to offer 
affordable tuition to students attend-
ing GSC. 
According to a published article on 
AccessNorthGA.com, GSC’s annual 
tuition and fees for 2008 were 65 per-
cent less than the national average.
Nesbitt has overseen a huge growth 
in the number of students attending 
GSC, from 2,800 when she came to 
the campus in 1997 to nearly 8,000 
students now. Gainesville State is the 
fastest-growing school in the Uni-
versity System of Georgia, with more 
students now than at Georgia College 
and State University in Milledgeville.
Mills said Nesbitt’s leadership and 
focus on the students of GSC make 
her very deserving of the award. 
“She always wants to hear other 
people’s views. Students have always 
been her primary focus,” Mills said. 
“She makes sure everything is as good 
as it can be for students.”
President Nesbitt wins statewide award




We all know that when St. Patty’s Day comes around, we’ll be 
dressed in green and spending some time with friends and family, 
even if they’re not Irish. But very few know the history of why we 
celebrate the green holiday. A brief story of Saint Patrick’s life explains 
why we honor him every March 17th.
Saint Patrick was born to Catholic parents about A.D. 385 in Brit-
ain. His father was a nobleman and a deacon. Saint Patrick’s privi-
leged life came to an end when he was 16 and captured by slave 
raiders from Ireland. With a large group of prisoners, Saint 
Patrick was transported to the then pagan island. 
Saint Patrick was sold as a slave to a king in the northeast 
and was given the lonely task of tending the pigs and sheep. 
In the midst of these harsh living conditions, Patrick’s faith 
flourished as he turned to God in prayer. 
After being held captive for six years, Saint 
Patrick heard a voice in his sleep that said, 
“Soon you will go back to your homeland.” A 
short time later, he heard the same voice say, 
“Your ship is ready.” 
Trusting in God, Saint Patrick set out on a 
200-mile journey through unknown territory. 
When he arrived at the ship, the captain at first 
refused to take him. But Patrick prayed to God 
for help, and the captain changed his mind; then 
began a lifetime of dedicating his life to becoming a 
priest. He envisioned returning to Ireland to teach the 
Irish about Christianity. 
During his 30 years in Ireland, Saint Patrick founded more than 
300 churches and baptized more than 120,000 people. Yet he still en-
countered much opposition. “Daily I expect either murder, robbery, 
or enslavement,” he wrote in his confessions. He escaped from 12 at-
tempts on his life. Saint Patrick died a natural death on March 17, 
461. 
By the end of the 7th century, many stories had developed about 
Saint Patrick. One, of course, says he charmed all the snakes in Ire-
land and led them to the sea to drown. Another, probably the most 
popular, is that Saint Patrick used the three-leafed shamrock to ex-
plain the concept of the Holy Trinity to unbelievers. This is probably 
why shamrocks, now Ireland’s national flower, are worn by the Irish 
on St Patrick’s Day.
St. Patrick’s day celebrates 
an Irish Christian’s life
By Leah Perdue
Opinions and Editorials Editor
924161398@gsc.edu
On March 17th the green beer always flows.
St. Patrick’s Day is a big deal in a state where many of the residents are of Irish 
ancestry.  According to the Atlanta Tourism Center more than 1 million metro 
Atlanta residents claim Irish roots. 
Obviously, with so many of its residents from the Emerald Isles, Georgia hosts 
quite a few major St. Patrick’s Day events. Students here at Gainesville State Col-
lege celebrate all over the state.
“My friends and I like to go down to Underground Atlanta,” said 
Amy Greevey, a general studies major at GSC. “They have a really 
great parade and the bars all have specials.”
The Tourism Center promises that this year’s celebration will be 
bigger and better than ever. The parade will feature over 200 units, 
including floats, bands, bagpipes and drum corps and Irish 
dancers.
The fun doesn’t stop there. Underground Atlanta 
will be flush with entertainment. The Tourism Center 
promises food, music, dancers and lots of vendors with 
St. Pat’s Day merchandise.
Other students travel farther for their St. Patrick’s 
Day thrills. Savannah hosts a massive celebration every 
year and many are making the long trip down to coast to 
celebrate on the Riverfront. 
“My family used to go down every year,” said Alex Troup, 
an English major here at GSC. “I plan to drive down to Sa-
vannah for the parade and party.”
Every year Savannah hosts the second-largest St. Pat’s Day parade in the 
United States. Savannah’s celebration planners greet visitors with Cead Mile 
Failte (that’s “one hundred thousand welcomes” in Gaelic).
Savannah’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade Committee Vice Chairman Copie Burnett 
says that this year’s festivities would be “bigger and better than ever.”
“The full celebration will start on March 6 with the greening of the fountain in 
Forsyth Park,” said Burnett. “Then there are festivities up until St. Patrick’s Day 
when we hold the Mass and parade.”
The festivities in Savannah include a Celtic Cross Ceremony, an Irish Heritage 
Dance and even an Irish traditional sing-a-long.
The highlight of the Savannah celebration is the massive parade, a parade that 
Burnett called “the toast of Savannah”.
“All the locals pitch in,” said Burnett “The parade is something that everyone 
who lives here loves and wants to be a part of.”
Georgians celebrate Irish 




Cameron McGinty is Irish. Be-
tween his name and his auburn hair, 
the heritage is evident.
But, unlike many Irish, this sopho-
more communication major doesn’t 
believe in luck. He does, however, be-
lieve that there is something special 
about four-leaf clovers. 
“I don’t believe in luck, but when 
you find a four-leaf clover, it’s a sign 
of a chance,” he said. “When I find 
one, it’s like a sign of being different, 
unique … it’s rare, something you 
don’t always find and when you find 
one, it’s like finding hope.”
“Persistence is key,” he said. It can 
take a lot of time to find a four-leaf 
clover. Finding one, he thinks, can be 
related to finding answers in life.
“You don’t suddenly find the an-
swers,” he said, snapping his fingers. 
“You follow a certain path and do 
certain things to find that answer. It’s 
not just a quick thing. You created 
that because you were determined, 
persistent and created that chance.”
Daniel Bentley, also a sophomore 
communication major at Gaines-
ville State College, likes green. When 
he sees a four-leaf clover, he thinks, 
“What chemicals were spilled here to 
make this happen?”
“From a biological standpoint,” 
Bentley said, “it’s a genetic mutation 
that doesn’t happen often.” 
The symmetry of four leaves rather 
than three also draws Bentley’s atten-
tion. But the rarity still wins out. 
“If there were a bunch of four-leaf 
clovers and we found a three-leaf clo-
ver, we’d get all excited about it,” he 
said.
He does, though, think that four-
leaf clovers are “a nice little symbol 
that sums up Saint Patrick’s Day … 
you can look at one and instantly say, 
‘This is lucky, this is Saint Patrick’s 
Day.’” 
Is Bentley Irish? “Everybody’s Irish 
on Saint Patrick’s Day,” he said. “But 
no.”
Andrew Wilkinson, a freshman en-
gineering major at GSC, is a Scottish 
student living in America. While the 
Scots are not Irish, they do have very 
close ties and celebrate Saint Patrick’s 
Day “in a big way.”
“But we don’t do it anywhere near 
the same scale that you guys (Ameri-
cans) do,” he said. “People in Ireland 
leave Dublin and Belfast because 
Americans come in and trash the 
place.”
Four-leaf clovers remind Wilkin-
son of the long search that often ac-
companies finding one. 
“Someone had to go through a big 
pile of three leaf clovers to find one, 
so good luck to them,” he said.
Four-leaf clovers also remind 
Wilkinson of commercialization in 
terms of Lucky Charms cereal and 
Guinness beer.
Although Scotland is closely tied 
to Ireland, Wilkinson will not count 
himself among the Americans who 
call themselves Irish on Saint Pat-
rick’s Day. 
Wilkinson does believe that almost 
everyone can consider themselves 
Irish on Saint Patrick’s Day. 
“In America, everyone has Irish 
ties somewhere,” Wilkinson said. 
Four-leaf clovers are what you make them




One time or another we’ve all walked through 
the northern hallway in the Dunlap Mathis build-
ing. You may have even seen the scattered paintings 
and drawings tacked onto the walls on both side of 
the hallway. 
Or how about the creepy, roughly charcoaled, 
stern-looking face drawing outside the men’s rest-
room on the lower level of the library that is sus-
pended on the wall? 
Even yet, have you ever found yourself doodling 
little stick men or bubbly flower patterns in your 
notes instead of paying attention to your profes-
sor’s lecture? It may just be the same uninteresting 
doodles seen in a Jackson Pollock abstract painting 
or you may actually have some potential like the 
3-year-old Genius’ on Youtube – unrefined talent 
waiting to be discovered. Whether you feel com-
fortable in creating something morbid or humorous 
through art, consider registering for an introductory 
art class at GSC – as utterly corny as it sounds, you 
may even discover something new about yourself.
Of the 14 studio art classes offered at GSC, seven 
of these classes allow students to register for the 
course without a pre-requisite. Those seven include: 
hand building, wheel-throwing, three-dimensional 
design, basic drawing, computer graphics, color 
theory and two-dimensional design.
Assistant professor of art Jennifer Graff currently 
teaches the first two courses listed. 
Hand building and wheel-throwing are hands on 
courses which will expect you to get dirty as you ap-
ply hand craftsmanship into creating your artwork.
Hand building teaches you the process and 
techniques of creating pottery. It’s an introductory 
course that can be taken with wheel throwing, be-
cause they compliment each other in every respect. 
It teaches you how to effectively wield tools, such 
as a ribbon tool, a potter’s rib or loop tool (which 
coincidently looks like a bottle opener) – and to 
use them to mold and sculpt your clay. You’re also 
taught to use glazes and the kiln, which add distinct 
textures to your pieces and cook your pottery in the 
final process, respectively.
Wheel throwing will allow you to throw clay onto 
a potter’s wheel and use the motions of your hands 
to mold ceramic pieces. It’s a very delicate process, 
because you have complete control on what you can 
create with your hands. It’s also an intimate moment 
while sitting on a potter’s wheel and using your emo-
tions to create the form and shape. It may not be as 
intense as the scene in “Ghost” where Demi Moore 
is on the potter’s wheel, but it’s the same idea.
Assistant professor of art Hyoung Seok Kim 
teaches the three-dimensional design among other 
courses. 3-D for short, is an introductory course 
that leads a student into more advanced courses 
later on, such as the sculpture classes. This may ap-
peal to more students, because unlike the last two 
classes mentioned that are limited to using clay, you 
get to create your work using a plethora of different 
materials. The projects are meant to be flexible with 
materials. Professor Kim has students working with 
materials, such as plaster, copper and wood. Stu-
dents chip away with a chisel creating a make-shift 
Romanesque sculpture or using a welding torch to 
create something out of copper. 
But you’re not limited to just those three. Some 
of his projects allow you to use any, and by any, I 
mean any material possible to formulate the sculp-
ture Kim has in mind for that project. 
For example, back in 2007 when 3-D was taught 
by Professor Graff, art major Graham Martin cre-
ated an abstract sculpture using balloons and con-
doms. When I was in the class in 2007, I created a 
piece made entirely out of chewed gum, as disgust-
ing as that may be. 3-D is the most flexible course 
that allows students to experiment with a variety of 
materials.
Kim pretty much sums it up for the hands on ex-
perience of these three courses by saying, “I like to 
work using my body and use physical labor. There 
are different styles of art like taking pictures, but I 
like working with my hands and to touch nature.”
At the end of the day it’s the arthritis-like pain in 
your hands after trying to work with a sheet of cop-
per, the bloody pain from a splinter stuck in your 
palm of your hand from working with wood or the 
creases on the palms of your hands filled with dry 
flakes of plaster or clay that really produces satis-
factory results – knowing that you used your whole 
body or parts of it to create a 3-D sculpture piece 
of artwork.
Perhaps you’re put off by how much noise the 
three-dimensional class will make when working 
with copper and plaster. There’s always the quiet 
atmosphere of the basic drawing class taught by 
professor of art John Amoss that may appeal more 
to you. I admit I’m not good at drawing, but I still 
took this course because it taught me the funda-
mentals, such as manipulating light and shadows, 
how to capture every detail in a subject on your 
canvas or paper sheet and creating a composi-
tion. 
You’re mostly going to be working with char-
coal pieces and pencils and learning the tech-
niques needed to improve your skill while using 
these drawing tools. You’ll get the chance to work 
on an assortment of drawing projects, such as still 
life, outdoor drawing, covertly fast drawing on 
the spot capturing people in motion or you’ll get 
a chance to experiment with perspectives while 
drawing architecture. 
These are just a few of many examples of what 
types of drawing you’ll learn in the basic drawing 
class.
I could go on and on about the other courses 
not mentioned, but I want to leave it up to you, the 
student, that if you’re interested in learning more 
about taking an art course, this is a good oppor-
tunity for you to speak with any of the art profes-
sors on campus. You’ll be able to find out whether 
you’d like to try something new.
The art of attempting new things can be realized at GSC
Jaime Munoz, The Compass
Above: Art Education major Lester Martin orients and 
gently applies pressure with his hands onto the piece 
of clay he is throwing on the potter’s wheel. Below: 
Art major Kristina Baricevic works on a color theory 
assignment as she tries to match the colors from the 
sample sheet and fill them in with the same colors onto 
the empty sheet. The goal of the assignment is to teach 
the student the principles of mixing both primary and 
secondary colors to form the multitude of tertiary colors 
such as a red-yellow hue.  
“It doesn’t matter if you’re brown, black or Asian, 
there’s some Irish in you somewhere and so every-
one has that thing they can cling to. Even if you 
don’t, enough people do that it becomes part of the 
national identity, then you dye the Boston river 
green.”
Will McGinty be searching for four-leaf clovers 
this Saint Patrick’s Day? 
“That wasn’t in my sched-
ule,” McGinty said. “I won’t 
look for one, I’m going to 
find one.”
Four-leaf clovers Story continued from page 5





costs can put a strain 
on your wallet but 
they don’t necessar-
ily have to.  Scholar-
ships are available to 
all students in under-
graduate or postgrad-
uate studies. They are 
awarded through aca-
demic merit, sporting 
achievements, degree-
specific programs or 
just plain luck.
Students like Tif-
fany Edwards, an early 
childhood education 
major, are not familiar 
with anything other 
than the HOPE Schol-
arship because they 
“don’t know where to begin or how to really 
find anything else,” she said.
“I filled out the FAFSA, but even that was 
somewhat confusing because it asked for so 
much information,” 
said Edwards.
Even with lengthy 
applications, a free 
ride through col-
lege can be worth 
it. Online websites 
are great resources 
for finding scholar-
ships.
The first step is 
filling out the FAF-
SA, or Free Appli-
cation for Federal 
Student Aid. This 
application deter-
mines your eligi-
bility for the Pell 
grant, student loans 
and work-study 
programs. However, Georgia also uses the 
information provided to determine eligibility 
for the HOPE Scholarship.
You still have time to apply for the 
2008-2009 school year. Your FAFSA must be 
submitted no later than June 30, 2009.  Ap-
plications for the 2009-2010 school year are 
accepted until June 30, 2010.
There might also be scholarships avail-
able depending on your area of study. Con-
tact your academic division office for details 
about degree-specific financial aid.
According to GSC’s Office of Financial Aid, 
students can view and apply for scholarships 
via the school’s website.
The Gainesville State College Foundation 
offers an online application that “provides 
numerous scholarships to assist our students 
in reaching their goals,” said the website.
GSC’s financial aid portal also provides ac-
cess to over 20 external scholarship websites. 
These websites range from transfer scholar-
ships to large databases with hundreds of op-
portunities.
Once you’ve applied for these external 
scholarships, visit GACollege411.org for ad-
ditional scholar-
ships provided 
by the Georgia 
Student Finance 
Commission.




access to college 
by providing the 
largest merit-
based scholarship 
program in the na-






administered through the GSFC.
SallieMae offers a free scholarship search 
to “access more than 2.9 million scholarships 
worth over 16 billion dollars” through its da-
tabase, said collegeanswer.com.
You can narrow your search by filling out a 
four-page questionnaire that asks about your 
academic background, family history, demo-
graphic information and future plans. I was 
matched with 27 awards that could be applied 
for within a few clicks.  Some of these were 
random drawings just for signing up.
Be aware of application deadlines while re-
searching scholarship options. It’s never too 
early to plan ahead.
Also watch out for popular scams associ-
ated with online scholarships. Some websites 
offer fee-based access to databases that can 
usually be searched for free. Never pay mon-
ey to access scholarship applications.
Recommended Sites:
www.gsc.edu
GSC > Admissions > Financial Aid >  






Gainesville State College Foundation     
   Scholarship
Governor’s Scholarship




Laruen Blais, The Compass
GSC student David Drennan holds up valuable cash. Scholarships and work 






Compass: Where are you from?
Wooten: I was born in a little town in West Virginia right 
on the Kentucky border. I feel like I’m half Kentuckian and 
half West Virginian. I left there when I was 17. When I 
went to school I went to Moorehead State in Kentucky and 
then I transferred later to West Liberty up in West Virginia 
right near Pittsburgh. I worked at the railroad there. West 
Liberty is where I got really interested in the German. I got 
an undergraduate degree in history, political science and 
German. 
Compass: What brought you to Georgia? 
Wooten: The University of Georgia. 
Compass: What is your favorite thing about Athens?
Wooten: The cosmopolitan atmosphere, just the fact 
that it’s so diverse. If you can’t find it in Athens, you can’t 
find it.  The diversity is just so great. In my neighborhood, 
we have everything from retirees  who were businessmen 
to professors. One of my neighbors is the vice president of 
the university. We get out and cut our own grass. It’s really 
just a super little town. 
Compass: What’s your favorite pastime?
Wooten: I’ve got two things I’m really passionate about. 
One is working with wood. I have my own workshop. I like 
to build things. I do it in spurts. I’m like a binge drinker. I 
get started building and I build for six weeks, then I don’t 
do it again for six months. And the other is gardening. I 
love to garden. 
Compass: What is your favorite restaurant in Athens?
Wooten: I like a little Mexican restaurant called La Pa-
rilla. I know the family, I taught all the kids when I taught 
high school. It’s great to walk in there. The atmosphere’s 
incredible. 
Compass: You lived in Germany for a while, right?
Wooten: Almost five years.
Compass: What do you miss most about Germany?
Wooten: The food and of course, the beer. The fact that 
the Germans are much more socially consciencous than 
we are. A German does have – most Germans, at least, do 
have – a conscience about their fellow man. And they ac-
tually feel responsible for their fellow man. It’s socialism to 
a certain degree but it’s not socialism like crazy. I don’t see 
that here. I know an awful lot of people with money who 
look down on people who don’t have money, and I didn’t 
see a lot of that in Germany. 
Compass: What is your favorite thing about GSC?
Wooten: I like the student population. I have people 
from 18 to 68 years of age in my classes, people who’ve 
lived all over the place. I don’t see this little click thing that 
you have in the University of Georgia because everybody 
who comes here drives in here. In Athens,  everybody lives 
in Athens. I also like the faculty, the fact that you’re giv-
en basically free hand to decide. No one crams a syllabus 
down your throat. They say you have to get in a syllabus, 
but it’s up to you to come up with one. And at big universi-
ties it’s not that way. 
Compass: How many languages do you speak?
Wooten: I speak English as a native tongue, German, 
my Russian has gotten so pitiful that I hate to say I even 
speak Russian … I understand some Russian. I’m trying to 
force myself to get back into it. 
Compass: Do you have any advice for students at GSC?
Wooten: My thing is: pursue what you really, really like. 
I know you’re going to have to take some courses that you 
don’t like. But, just bite the bullet, grit your teeth and get 
through it. 




Intramural basketball continues to progress for-
ward into March as upcoming leagues are intro-
duced.
Beginning March 16, three new leagues will 
be introduced, which include coed outdoor soc-
cer, softball and ultimate Frisbee. The week after, 
March 23, the last league of the spring semester, 
coed volleyball, will commence.
The indoor coed basketball league has had al-
most full participation from students as games 
continue to be played every Monday and Wednes-
day. A limited number of Friday games have also 
been planned to make up for the lost days during 
Spring Break.
“I think we got a lot more competition this year 
than last year. I wouldn’t necessarily say there are 
more people involved but the competition is bet-
ter,” Gainesville State College student and intramu-
ral basketball participant Drew Orcutt said.
Responding by e-mail, Fitness Center Direc-
tor Ken Harrison said, “Our games have been go-
ing well for the most part. The current basketball 
league has 78 players enrolled with eight team’s to-
tal. Hopefully the teams will stick with it and hang 
in there for the rest of the way.” 
Meanwhile, rugby football has been struggling 
to get off the ground this semester as there are only 
a half a dozen students right now. Rugby practices 
occur Monday at noon and Thursdays from 3 to 
5 p.m.  Practices have been coordinated by GSC 
student Peter Wade who has had an interest in the 
rugby sport all of his athletic life and brought it to 
the attention of Harrison and Cato last fall.
“Rugby is not as popular in the south as it is in the 
north,” adjunct and intramurals co-director Col-
lier Cato said. “I’m real glad we have Peter around 
because he can teach the game to other students. 
I think between the lack of understanding of the 
game…it hasn’t caught on as well as some of our 
other sports.”
A major concern about rugby for students is the 
risk of being injured as the sport is played without 
safety pads – and the fact that the other sports of-
fered each semester at GSC are probably safer to 
play . Rugby is just as brutal than American football 
and the concern about not being able to wear safety 
equipment during games lingers in the minds of 
students. 
“I don’t want to be injured…basketball you won’t 
get hurt much, maybe sprain an ankle, that’s the 
worst you can really do.” Orcutt said. “Rugby is a 
different sport. I don’t doubt that it will catch on. I 
think that it takes time.”
It all comes down to the student and the choices 
they make about trying something new, such as at-
temping rugby football or continuing to play the 
sports offered in March, such as volleyball, soccer, 
softball and ultimate Frisbee.
“The majority of the people would probably en-
joy playing softball, because I remember last year 
we had like four teams for Frisbee. But softball they 
had like 10 teams. I mean it was just, it just had an 
assortment of teams that were playing,” 
Orcutt said. “Like rugby, ultimate Fris-
bee is just waiting to catch on. It’s so 
much fun, so much fun, I got a bunch 
of friends who aren’t athletic, the 
stoner geeky friends that don’t 
play sports and they enjoy it, 
ultimate Frisbee. All you 
gotta know is learn to throw 
a Frisbee.”
GSC students interested in 
joining an upcoming sports 
league will need to visit the 
Intramurals webpage to regis-
ter. The link to the webpage is 
located inside the Gaines-





Many believed that the Georgia Bulldogs 2008 
schedule was the toughest in the nation. However, 
the 2009 schedule looks even harder.
The Georgia Bulldogs start their 2009 season 
on the road at Oklahoma State. This will be the 
first time the Bulldogs open up their regular sea-
son away from Athens since the 2003-2004 season 
when they beat the Clemson Tigers 30-0 in Clem-
son. 
In 2009, the Bulldogs play four non-conference 
games. Three out of those four games will be against 
teams most likely ranked inside the Top 25 to start 
to the season.
September 5: Georgia @ Oklahoma State. This 
game against Oklahoma State could give the Bull-
dogs problems. Oklahoma State is returning their 
starting quarterback in Zac Robinson and their 
high powered receiver Dez Bryant. This could be 
a massive problem for the Bulldogs secondary, 
which lost three out their four starters from last 
season. The Cowboys are also opening up their 
new $ 150 million stadium. The Bulldogs will have 
a new starting quarterback and running back in 
this game.
September 12: South Carolina @ Georgia. The 
UGA-USC game is a game known for smash mouth 
football. Every season it seems as though the Bull-
dogs and Gamecocks struggle to score points. This 
game could bring the Bulldogs problems wince 
the their offense will still be developing under the 
leadership of Joe Cox.
September 19: Georgia @ Arkansas. The Bull-
dogs’ third game of the season may bring problems 
because the Bulldogs could be tired from their al-
ready lengthy travel and their first two games.
September 26: Arizona State @ Georgia. Last 
season the Bulldogs went into ASU and beat down 
the Sun Devils. This season the Sun Devils come to 
Athens and you can bet they are going to be look-
ing for revenge.
October 3: LSU @ Georgia. The Bulldogs’ sec-
ond of two back-to-back home games of the season 
may bring little relief. LSU looks to rebound from 
a five-loss season in 2008 so the Bulldogs better be 
ready for a high-powered LSU team.
October 10: Georgia @ Tennessee. The first 
meeting between Mark Richt and Lane Kiffin will 
bring some excitement to the Georgia-Tennessee 
rivalry. The Volunteers will be looking to impress 
their home crowd after a dismal 2008 season. 
October 17, 2009- Georgia @ Vanderbilt. Van-
derbilt is coming off their first bowl season since 
1986. They would love to beat the Bulldogs for the 
second time in four years.
October 31: Georgia vs. Florida. The Bulldogs 
have a week off before their big showdown in Jack-
sonville with the Gators. This week off can be use-
ful for the Bulldogs since the Gators have to play 
the week before the game. The Gators are coming 
off another National Championship season and 
could very well be in that race again.
November 7: Tennessee Tech @ Georgia. The 
Bulldogs’ first game in the month of November 
might be their easiest game of the year. This game 
starts a four-game streak where the Bulldogs do 
not leave the state of Georgia.
November 14: Auburn @ Georgia. The Tigers 
come into Athens with a new coach and a three-
game losing streak to the Bulldogs. They will def-
initely be ready to play the Bulldogs this season, 
especially if the Bulldogs have a few losses by this 
time.
November 21: Kentucky @ Georgia. This game 
is the Bulldogs’ final home game of the season. You 
can bet the Bulldogs will be ready to play on Senior 
Day this season after what happened to them on 
last year’s Senior Day against Tech.
November 28: Georgia @ Georgia Tech. Af-
ter last year’s Georgia Tech game and the Yellow 
Jackets’ 409 yards rushing, the Bulldogs’ defense 
should be ready to play this time against the Yellow 
Jackets’ option offense. The fact that the Bulldogs 
do not have to travel in the month of November 
could be to their advantage. 
GSC spring intramurals end until next year
Bulldogs face challenging schedule in 2009
SPECIAL, Getty Images
QB Joe Cox will look to lead the Georgia Bulldogs this 
season.
Sports
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Gainesville State College’s Baptist Collegiate 
Ministries club hosted a fundraising Volleyball-a-
thon in the gym on Feb. 27 from 1 p.m. to 11 p.m. 
The general public was invited to play against the 
BCM club and admission was $1 per person.
The theme of the event was “Serve the World,” 
and all of the money raised will be donated to the 
state BCM organization. 
“We’re raising money for missions and the state 
organization of Baptist Collegiate Ministries will 
send 150 kids all over the world,” BCM Council 
member Trey Hildebrant said.
The pouring rain that day meant that not as 
many people as the club had hoped for showed up 
for the first four hours of the volleyball event. 
“We didn’t have a whole lot signed up till 5 
o’clock. We’ve got teams coming to play us from 
five to eleven tonight,” GSC Campus Baptist Min-
ister Ken Jones said. 
It wasn’t until 5 p.m. that the first group of or-
ganized competitors showed up to play BCM, a 
youth group from Flat Creek Baptist Church. Vari-
ous other groups throughout the night also played 
against the BCM team, which included a youth and 
adult group from Corinth Baptist Church and the 
North Georgia College and State University BCM 
club.
The event was open to everyone, not just local 
church groups, but the GSC BCM club had strug-
gled to find other clubs on campus to come and 
play against them. 
“We wanted other clubs to get teams to come 
play us but it just didn’t work out where anyone 
else could get a team to play us,” Hildebrant said. 
“With it being a commuter college, especially on 
a Friday like this, a lot of people in clubs don’t live 
near here.”





Athens isn’t the 
only place to sat-




tics is hosting two 
meets this spring, 
both open to the 
public. The first meet 
on February 28 host-
ed Amateur Athletic 
Union levels two 
to prep teams. The 
second meet will 
feature Gymstars, 
a separate but still 
competitive level of 
AAU gymnastics, 
on March 7.
Seven teams from around north Georgia are planning on competing in the 
March 7 meet. The Gymstars teams range in age from 5 to 13 years old and 
compete on all four apparatus: uneven bars, balance beam, vault and floor. 
Susan Bragg, President of the Gainesville School of Gymnastics, Incorpo-
rated, said that the gymnasts get to perform on each of the four apparatus. 
They are then “judged and awarded accordingly,” Bragg said.
GSG teaches levels two through seven, as well as beginning and advanced 
non-competitive classes. 
AAU levels two to six have specific routines that every gymnast who com-
petes in that level does. The Prep teams have “optional routines,” which means 
that they are given a list of requirements and make a routine accordingly. 
Some of the requirements include series moves, like dance, jumps and acro-
batic series. They also may require no-hands flips and movements.
The routines on bar, beam and vault are done without music but done to 
flow together in an organized fashion. The floor routines are done to music. 
The Prep team athletes get to choose their music, whereas the other levels are 
assigned music.
When choreographing Prep routines, the athletes and coaches have input 
as to how the routine will go, as long as it meets the requirements. Sometimes 
the athletes and coaches hire professional choreographers. Often times, Bragg 
said, the routines end up being a mixture of professional choreography and 
what the athlete wants to do.
Hayley Smith, who coaches the level seven team, is taking the team to five 
meets this year. The athletes in her team range in age 
from 12 to 15.





In case you did not know, Gainesville State College has a mascot.
The mascot for GSC is the Fighting Goose, and while it is a relatively 
creative name that some student might be proud or ashamed to hear, it is 
not being used to its full capabilities.
The reason is because GSC does not have any intercollegiate sports. At 
a school that is expanding faster than a parking spot outside Academic 
II disappears, it is surprising that the idea of junior college-level athletics 
has not been suggested before. 
Other local two-year colleges have athletic programs and they can pay 
for it, so why not GSC? If the school’s capacity numbers are up and en-
rollment is higher than ever, why not entertain the student body and 
local community with some organized football that features a little more 
than flags and high school junior varsity level experience? Or how about 
turning that shirts and skins basketball game in the gym into a house 
packed with fans rooting on the GSC basketball team?
Obviously, introducing an athletic program would mean weight on the 
shoulders of anyone involved with the school. Of course, a high budget 
is required for athletic facilities and management and basically an entire 
new wing of staff would need to be employed. But most of all, the student 
body must garner some interest in it. There’s no use in introducing sports 
if no one is there to enjoy them.
So let’s lay down the foundation for an athletic program at GSC based 
on a few basic questions the school’s administration would encounter in 
the early stages of development. 
The ice breaker: Consider what sports would be supported. The an-
swer can be found in the outdated trophy case that can be found in the 
physical education building entrance. GSC has hosted basketball, tennis, 
track and field and volleyball. All are four events that are easy to host and 
relatively cheap to support. However, the last time the basketball team 
took the court for GSC, the hair was long, the socks were long and the 
shorts were short. The last trophy I could find in the case appeared with 
the date of 1983, a date when some traditional students of GSC were not 
even born yet.
The school has facilities for all three of its former events, and with a 
little bit of renovation and maintenance, the school could be used for 
intercollegiate competition. Once they’re up and running and some local 
athletes gain interest, GSC could move on to bigger things such as base-
ball and softball, which could be played at the Lanier Point Complex in 
Gainesville until the school has its own field. 
Obviously swimming is realistic, since there is a pool on campus, and 
with Allen Creek Soccer Complex only a few miles up Interstate 985, soc-
cer could follow. The Georgia High School Association, GHSA, holds a 
yearly cross country meet here, so a college team is possible as well. 
A football team could be hosted at local Johnson High school, which is 
less than 5 miles from GSC. However, starting a football program costs a 
Does GSC have a 
future in athletics?
Story continued on page 10 Story continued on page 10
Caitlin O’Dell, The Compass
Emily George, 12, practices her vault routine during a 
Wednesday practice. She will compete throughout the year with 
her three teammates from Gainesville School of Gymnastics.
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lot more money than that of a bas-
ketball program because of the cost 
of equipment.
Of course, starting any athletic 
program, especially football, means 
having a budget in the millions to 
pay for everything. That means 
getting funding from the state itself 
to build facilities, purchase equip-
ment, pay coaches and trainers.  
Athletes would be needed in or-
der to make the sports programs 
here at GSC work. Consider GSC’s 
surroundings. It lies just north of a 
high school that won state cham-
pionships in football 
and softball this past 
fall and just down the 
road is another state 
runner-up in football 
and a state champion 
in cross country. Just 
to the north, a high 
school that has a sto-
ries tradition of suc-
cessful athletes and 
another one on the rise.
Additionally, the high schools in 
Gwinnett, Hall and Forsyth coun-
ties alone produce thousands of 
athletes. Unfortunately, most of 
these kids won’t get Division-I at-
tention. Instead, they could start 
out at the junior-college level, then 
jump to a four year program.
If GSC were to accommodate an 
athletic program, we would gain an 
Independent Conference status and 
would join the Georgia Junior Col-
lege Athletic Association, which is 
part of Region 17 of the National 
Junior College Athletic Associa-
tion. That would give GSC 16 op-
ponents within the state, including 
Young Harris, Truett-McConnell, 
Piedmont and Georgia Perimeter. 
GSC students have shown an in-
terest in sports, which means most 
likely students would support the 
teams during the games.
Coming back to the present, it 
currently seems 
that starting an 
athletic pro-
gram at GSC 
is not the most 
important task 
on the school’s 
priorities. That’s 
not to say that 
it wouldn’t be a 
possibility if the 
school continues to grow at the pace 
it has in recent years. With some 
additional funding and acceptance 
by the students, the Fighting Geese 
could finally be a cherished name-
sake on campus.
In the meantime, strap on the 
flags for football and dream that 
someday there will be jerseys, pads 
and a few thousand fans instead. 
Caitlin O’Dell, The Compass
 
Mackenzie Fleming, 14, Emily George, 12 and Savannah Smith, 13, practice handstands 
before performing their floor routines.
Jaime Muñoz, The Compass
BCM member Ian Bennett (center) played Left Center. Towering over the majority of the 
competition at 6’7” in height, he was a key player for the team.
BCM club events have collected money and donations for was their 
2008-09 New Year’s trip to New York City as part of a mission trip that 
allowed 21 students to travel and participate in inner city work for one 
week on the Lower East Side neighborhood of Manhattan. 
GSC’s and NGC&SU’s Campus Baptist Minister Ken Jones has been 
leading student groups to the surrounding neighborhoods that are in-
fluenced by Graffiti Baptist Church in lower Manhattan.
Hildebrant said the students, “worked in soup kitchens, fed 1,300 
people in two hours in one day, we worked in a daycare…we worked 
in the Bowery (Lower East side neighborhood) in a rehab center and 
helped cook food there and led worship there. We did some light con-
struction and painting inside a church.”
Although it started as a slow event on Friday afternoon for BCM’s 
volleyball-a-thon, Hildebrant said it was not even a minor dent that 
few groups showed up comparing it to something more important, 
such as how fast the club has been growing, “…this year apparently 
has exploded … this year has seen more growth than ever. Our mark 
has been to help kids on campus, period. Our hearts for them and our 
hearts for each other have helped grow it.”
BCM hosts separate gender bible study session each week. The club 
is also planning another cookout at the end of April. BCM meets every 
Wednesday at noon in the Ballroom of the Student Center. For more 
information on BCM and its activities it has planned for the rest of the 
spring semester, students can contact BCM president Lauren Greer at 
924167460@gsc.edu.
BCM volleyball tournament raised money for mission trip
continued from page 9
continued from page 9
continued from page 9
Since her team has optional routines, the girls got to make their own bal-
ance beam routines. The girls picked their music and made up the routines 
along with two other coaches.
Smith said her No. 1 goal for the team is safety, and secondly, that the girls 
know they have a lot of work to do, but that it’s rewarding in the end. 
Doing gymnastics, she said, “builds tremendous self-esteem” and “grounds 
them.”
“It helps them in school,” she said. “They think, ‘My friend’s mad at me. Oh 
well. I have to go throw a back handspring on beam tonight.’”
The team practices three days a week, adding up to about 10 and a half 
hours a week. Smith said they should be practicing more, but that the girls still 
do a great job at competitions. A former gymnast, Smith knows that spending 
so much time in the gym “gets boring after a while.”
By high school, most of the girls will quit gymnastics in lieu of playing 
other sports for their school’s teams.
For more information about GSG, visit their website at GainesvilleGym-
nastics.com. 
Local gymnastics 
school provides publicly 
attended competitions
GSC budget may not 
provide for sports
Sports
GSC students have 
shown an interest 
in sports, which 
means most likely 
students would 
support the teams 
during the games.
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For many students, Gainesville State College has become our 
home away from home, in a way that doesn’t happen at residential 
colleges. We travel long commutes and make sacrifices to attend.
What makes the hassle worthwhile? The answer is the staff and 
faculty here at GSC.
Whether it’s the devoted student life coordinator or the profes-
sor passionate enough to inspire, we have all been changed by per-
sons in the employment of the college.
That’s why, here at The Compass, we are so grateful GSC hasn’t 
let any of them go.
Despite the economic downturn, GSC has, remarkably, held off 
any layoffs. The devotion to its human resources is one of the many 
reasons we love our school.
We certainly don’t want to imagine what GSC would be like after 
cuts to personnel.
The truth is that the best thing about GSC is the amazing em-
ployees that make it a school that fosters education, growth and 
development.
While we appreciate the flexible schedules, the accessible tech-
nology and the resources available at GSC, what really makes the 
experience memorable is the people who we trust to shape our 
minds.
So, thank you budget committee, human resources and decision 
makers for not getting rid of the heart of GSC.




Smoking is hardly considered a problem 
on campus, at least from the people I talked 
to and in the way you may be thinking. 
 Yes, Gainesville State College is a tobacco 
free campus, as are most public areas since 
the massive rise in deaths by lung cancer in 
the past years. The front page of the web-
site even has a cute little sign that says, “For 
your health GSC is a tobacco free campus.” 
We have all seen the signs placed around 
the campus.
It seems that the only thing that raises 
eyebrows towards the idea of smoking on 
campus is the idea of being personally af-
fected by it. In short, most of us only care 
about ourselves. 
“Since the topic does not prohibit me, I 
find that it is not an issue of importance,” 
said Jen Schliestett, a student at GSC’s Oak-
wood campus. “I don’t mind as long as it 
doesn’t bother me…students should not be 
able to smoke around doors on campus, but 
as free as they wish in remote areas. If it af-
fected my health … I would be upset,” said 
Schliestett.
“Unless they blow smoke right in my face 
then I’m fine with people smoking around 
the area,” said GSC student Travis Blick. 
“If you’re going to smoke do it in your car 
and stay away from open areas of the cam-
pus,” said student Andrew Woodrum. 
The message coming from students 
couldn’t be clearer: I don’t care what you do 
with your life, just don’t mess with mine. 
There’s another aspect of smoking 
that’s beginning to annoy non-
smokers. That issue is the 
litter of cigarette butts that 
clutter the parking lots, and 
people are starting to com-
plain.
“I don’t care if you smoke,” 
said Samuel Prestridge, as-
sistant professor of English. 
“I don’t care if you burn. Se-
riously, spontaneously im-
molate: I’ll sell tickets,” he 
said. “I’m that indifferent if 
you smoke. Lots of luck with 
your lungs, heart, tongue, 
immune system, esophagus, 
and environs.”
“That said, it ain’t my business what-
ever uses, abuses, whims, or aberrant 
practices to which you submit your 
body,” Prestridge said.
“However, having spent time with 
students picking up litter in the parking 
lot, I’d ask that you behave in such a way 
as to suggest some sense of responsibil-
ity to the larger community,” he con-
tinued. “Don’t dump your butts in the 
parking lot. Someone will have to pick 
up after you, and your momma doesn’t 
work here. Make her proud and pick up af-
ter yourself . . . just to see what that’s like,” 
said Prestridge.
Several students said they rarely see 
people smoking and the ones who do 
said that the people were either in 
their cars (which is technically 
not allowed, but not actively 
enforced) or somewhere out-
side. 
It seems there’s no reason 
to bring up the subject again 
unless someone is actually 
willing to be an advocate for 
someone other than them-
selves. It is perfectly reason-
able to care about your own 
health but those bases seem 
to be relatively covered (al-
though butts in the parking 
lot should be addressed). 
College students seem to 
be some of the most passionately opin-
ionated people around.
Perhaps we could bottle some of that 
passion so that when the topic of smok-
ing comes up it results in comments that 
influence change in the people smoking, 
comments that would ultimately benefit 
both the smoker and the nonsmoker, 
comments that would make 2009 the 
year that not quite as many lives were 
lost (and others devastated) from lung 
disease. 
Students don’t care about smoking ‘problem’
Caitlin O’Dell, 
The Compass
“Travel for clubs is reinstated” [Issue 1, 
Spring Semester] talks about how the exec-
utive counsel reversed the decision allow-
ing club funds to be used for travel. 
SPS wrote a letter signed by about a 
dozen officers from several student groups 
protesting the travel funds issue. I hand de-
livered this letter to Dr. Alicia Caudill and 
Paul Glazer. This change in policy was not 
due solely to the “executive counsel” and 
took some serious effort and discussion 
from the students.
I feel like this part of the story wasn’t ex-
plored, as it seems (to me anyway) that Cara 
Ray was the only person interviewed for the 
story. If you’d like I’d be more than happy to 
send a copy of this letter to The Compass 
for your perusal.
This issue’s letter to the editor
- Andrew Wilkinson, SPS President
The Compass contacted SPS several time, but did not receive the above-mentioned letter for publication.




The world is moving at a posi-
tively brisk pace towards a greater 
continuously-online social cul-
ture, and whether this is a good 
or bad thing remains to be seen. 
Take a look at Twitter- a Web site that 
is as simple as updates that are only 
140 characters, and it can be sent and 
received via texts (or sms) on most 
mobile phones. Facebook has con-
nected long-lost friends from the 4th 
grade, and Myspace, the whore of on-
line social networking. 
Online publications are thriving 
where traditional print-based report-
ing would utterly collapse by offering 
minute-by-minute updates as well as 
live-blogging developing issues. 
Not to mention the plethora of on-
line gaming opportunities, with the 
best known being World of Warcraft, 
or WoW for short, which includes 
millions of players across the world 
playing as several different races and 
classes that has turned into an entire 
culture unto itself.
“The internet is a series of tubes” 
says senator Ted Stephens, R-Alas-
ka. “It is a strange beast, with many 
heads and limbs that give and take at 
the same time. So much information, 
and misinformation is freely available 
on the Web, its true impact on society 
has yet to be determined.” 
The “interwebz” is vastly different 
from meatspace, a term for real life, 
with conspiracy theories and racism 
running unchecked in a great free-
for-all where anything goes. The most 
conspicuous of Web sites of this sort 
is 4chan.org, where anybody can say 
anything they want, with little to no 
censorship, completely anonymously. 
E-mail has greatly improved work-
place communication, while at the 
same time sucking down productiv-
ity with employees constantly check
The Internet is a series of tubes




The Atlanta Journal-Constitution, along with the less useful New 
York Times, is offered to Gainesville State College students a s a part of 
the student fees. However, the AJC is a much better reading choice for 
GSC students.
Considering that we live in Georgia near and ever-growing metro 
Atlanta, the AJC is a logical choice to read. While the NYT is based 
out of one of the biggest cities in America, it doesn’t quite bring things 
home like the AJC.
The AJC provides a more specific weather forecast for Atlanta and 
the surrounding area on every front page. It is important to know the 
weather for Georgia rather than the southeast, which is what the New 
York Times prints.
The economy is not doing so well. One way Georgians can help 
Georgia is to support more local newspapers, like the AJC. Because 
more people are canceling their subscriptions to print media in lieu of 
internet and TV news, newspapers have been laying people off. Sub-
scribing to the AJC means providing jobs for people in Atlanta.
Not only will supporting the AJC help journalists who already have 
jobs, it may even help future journalists who love newspapers but don’t 
want to leave Georgia. Almost all students need an internship to know 
whether their chosen field is right for them, and the AJC provides a 
great environment for local students to do just that.
If a Georgian needed a new date idea, why look to the NYT for ideas 
and events? Instead, the AJC provides information on local goings-on. 
Not only do people who read the AJC get their fill of local events, 
they can also learn about things going on in other parts of the nation 
and world, which is very important. 
As far as the election goes, the AJC provided a full page of “waiting 
games” for people to do while 
waiting in line. The AJC also 
did a full-page spread of “ways 
to survive the economic down-
turn,” providing tips for every 
day life that can help Geor-
gians save money for important 
things (like subscribing to the 
AJC).
Aside from all the economic 
and personable things the AJC 
does, it just looks better. The 
font is bigger and has more 
room, the pictures have lines 
around them and there is more 
white space, making a much 
easier read than the NYT. 




Opinions and Editorials Editor
924161398@gsc.edu
Every morning, most students at Gainesville State College, rush by the news-
stands and grab a copy of their favorite paper as they make their way to class.
Due to GSC students’ activity fees, both the Atlanta Journal and Constitu-
tion and the New York Times are available to deliver students their daily dose of 
news.
Students seeking in-depth, balanced, intelligent coverage of news both local 
and national will invariably turn to the NYT. 
NYT covers national news better than any other paper. More people turn to 
NYT for national news, whether it is the paper edition or the web version. The 
paper edition lists its circulation as 1,000,655 in promotional material to adver-
tisers.
It’s not just the majority of Americans that read the NYT. Many students her 
on the Oakwood campus seem to prefer NYT, for a myriad of reasons.
“The New York Times has all my favorite sports teams’ scores in it,” said Bran-
don Carey, an English major here at GSC. “The AJC only covers the local teams 
and I am a Red Sox fan.”
Not only does the AJC not provide enough coverage of national events and 
teams, but the coverage it does feature, is trivial and dull.
“I hate the AJC’s metro section,” said Darius Tyler, a General Studies major. 
“It’s all really boring stuff about zoning restrictions and city council meetings.”
The AJC’s living section on Friday  Feb. 13 dedicated the entire cover to the 
rise of the “Snuggie,” an infomercial-hyped blanket alternative. It is obvious why 
NYT’s motto is “All the news that’s fit to print.” The AJC boasts no such prestige.
In fact, the two papers are difficult to even compare. The AJC focuses on metro 
Atlanta and a few national events while the NYT provides comprehensive intel-
ligent information about events of national significance.
News and sports coverage aren’t the only area where the NYT outdoes the 
AJC. NYT features an Arts section that puts the AJC’s quaint little living section 
to shame. While NYT spreads its focus to music, theatre, 
dance, television, movies and literature, The AJC seems 
solely focused on local artists and movie reviews.
“I love the Style section and the Arts section,” said Jes-
sica Purdy, a Business Administration major. “It covers the 
things I’m interested in, theatre, ballet, designers, and op-
era.”
NYT also produces weekly supplements, like “The Sci-
ence Times.” Some sections are printed weekly like the Style 
and Home sections.
NYT produces news for a steadily shrinking world, a 
world where people use technology and communications to 
expand their interests beyond the region where they reside. 
NYT is helping that steady effort with the national edition 
of their newspaper, which brings national, international 
and regional news into the homes of thousands of Ameri-
cans and into the hands of students throughout the United 
States.
New York Times is the 
best option for news




It’s hard to imagine a world with-
out books, but with the release of the 
Kindle 2 it seems we may be moving 
closer to that. Or that’s what Amazon 
wants.
Amazon, the online superstore, 
has released its latest e-reader, the 
Kindle 2.
The wireless reading device 
weighs in at 10.2 ounces. It 
offers 230,000 plus titles in-
cluding books, magazines, 
newspapers and blogs. It 
uses an advanced paper 
display and for the 
price of $359, it can 
be yours.
Amazon tries to 
help people under-
stand the Kindle by 
using video tutorials and testimoni-
als. It seems that Amazon believes 
the Kindle 2 will encourage the pub-
lic to begin reading again or that it 
will make people want to read.
Another advanced feature on the 
Kindle 2 is that it can read to you, but 
this writer would not recommended 
it. After listening to the tutorial about 
the text to speech option, one can say 
that the voice is rather frightening. 
A GPS systems’ voice is more sooth-




A n d 
there is no 
Dewey Dec-
imal system 
for the Kindle 




ogy and computer 
forums is the lack 
of content sorting for 
the Kindle 2.
Overall the Kindle 2 is an ad-
vanced Etch-A-Sketch with a robot 
voice. The only advantage to the con-
sumer is that they can take all 1,500 
of their favorites with them wherever 
they go, but if you can’t read them all 
at once, then what’s the point?
ing to see if they received a new message.
Wikipedia has brought together people to Crowdsource, an entire en-
cyclopedia that can be edited at any time by anyone, which allows for mis-
takes of one person to be corrected, but at the same time allows for the 
wiki page of former President Bush to read that he was born out of wed-
lock between Dick Cheney and a shotgun, and grew up to be a giant purple 
dinosaur. 
While these things do happen, it’s usual-
ly in everyone’s best interest to keep it as honest as possible. 
There are even entire communities that have developed from the internet, 
one such interesting phenomenon is Steelsoldiers.com, a forum dedicated 
to the discussion of military vehicles. The site also provides technical man-
uals, a classified section and probably most importantly, the Steel Soldiers 
members themselves, many of whom are retired military veterans or still 
actively serving.
“This is a very close and well run Web site. We have rules and follow 
those rules. Just read some of the threads, and check out the time stamps 
on how quickly one can get an answer to a technical question. But most 
of all look at what a brotherhood exists among those who have never met, 
but regularly write and post each other on this site.” said one member. 
When an SS members dies, it is felt throughout the site, as many have be-
come lifelong friends, with some never even meeting in person.
“The overwhelming grief that’s felt across this site when one of our own 
passes. How people that have never set eyes on each other pull together 
for the families both in life and on the net,” said Srjeeper, a member since 
Sept. 2007. “Those on SS that have gone before us, Armyman30years+, Ace 
Tomatoe, Builder77 and others.” he said, mentioning the fallen friends.
Specialized Web sites with forums with dedicated members exist for 
all sorts of things across the internet, from bicycle modification to body-
building. Now even the White House is jumping onto the internet band-
wagon, providing the full text and body of the latest legislation to pass in 
PDF file and offering an option to comment.
Our tubular internet
Story continued from page 6
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The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act that was immortalized by 
President Barack Obama on Feb. 15, 2009 has all the markings of a complete 
failure. It advocates unruly inflation, disregards the Federal Reserves blatant 
thievery through taxes and is the cornerstone of political and economical 
naivety. 
With causes of recession blurred by bureaucracy, the effect remains self-
evident. Action should take course to mend and aid the failings of previous 
and current tribulations. 
However, this support should be intelligent, surgical in theory and eter-
nal. The current stimulus package is drenched in the frightened sweat of a 
hastily manufactured solution. It is the victim of tunnel vision and is hos-
tage from common sense.
This stimulus package addressees the current economic crisis with a 
Keynesian economic philosophy by shoveling inflated dollars and confident 
patriarchal winks into the mouths of the dull-witted public. 
By printing 750 billion dollars out with no backer, the current dollar with-
ers, causing it to be worth less in a domestic and global arena. 
“It is a curious form of fiscal child abuse,” said former House Majority 
Leader Dick Armey in response to where the 750 billion dollars comes from 
“you either tax it borrow it or print it, in the end you will tax it.” 
The Hamiltonian economic program endorses a permanent national debt 
as a way of involving and binding the wealthy citizens to our nation. The 
wealthy class essentially invests in America and in turn is reassured with 
taxes from the citizens. 
When money is printed casually and copiously without being lent and 
is taxed with out that taxation having a proprietor, who then benefits from 
this taxation? 
Economic stimulus is 
not the best option
By Timothy Carson 
Staff Writer 
924206987@gsc.edu 
    The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 is a fundamen-
tal step on the way to bringing the American economy back as the world’s 
most powerful ecosystem of money, goods and services. 
It is necessary to spend money to gain back the position long dominated, and 
rightfully so, by the most powerful nation on Earth: the United States of America. 
This $750 billion economic stimulus plan just enacted by both the Senate 
and the House of Representatives is a swift kick to the seat of the pants of 
the economy to get it going again. 
It proposes to accomplish this by putting billions towards the cre-
ation of new jobs, and saving more from being lost, tax credits for us-
ing more green and environmentally friendly technology and long-
overdue infrastructure overhaul, and protecting the vulnerable. 
The tax breaks would go mostly towards those willing to spend money. For 
instance, if you feel the need to purchase a new home before the 1st of De-
cember you could “be eligible for an $8,000 tax credit,” according to the 
Associated Press. 
Other tax credits are available to those who purchase a new car, put their 
children through college, or are “vulnerable”. 
Much of the ARRA goes towards “state and local fiscal relief ” accord-
ing to recovery.gov, a government website created to help transparency 
in the inner workings of the stimulus package. It also shows several help-
ful graphs and links to the actual text of the bill, in PDF format, as well 
as a timeline showing where the money is going and how it’s being spent. 
The act bills itself as “Making supplemental appropriations for job preserva-
tion and creation, infrastructure, investment, energy efficiency and science, 
assistance to the unemployed, and State and local fiscal stabi-
lization, for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2009, and for 
Economic stimulus 
is the help we need
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Instead bring the energy and the money spent on the impractical War on 
Terror back into the United States and delegate it according to need.  
Cut spending on ludicrous pay offs for CEOs of major companies that 
are tanking. Tax the rich at a fairer rate that aligns properly with what the 
middle and lower class are being taxed. 
Decrease the effort and expense that goes into maintaining our unad-
vised foreign dealings in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
On recovery.gov, President Obama showcases his vows of transparency 
by helpfully listing the entire Acts’ 1000 plus page details in unsearchable 
PDF files. It obligingly admits to allotting $8 billion to an elusive “Other.”
 Quite a few times there are simply words in quotations receiving vast 
amounts of stimulus money, “For an additional amount for ‘Exploration,’ 
$400,000,000.” 
  “‘Transparency’ sounds like it should have been used sarcastically in 
quotations,” said Stephen Fields GSC alumni.
 The only clear resolution to the economic crisis should not be concerned 
with spending more money but cutting spending, lancing bureaucracies 
and ultimately relaxing the imperialistic standard.
purposes.”
Others express doubts in our government’s plan, worrying that in the 
long term, such reckless spending, essentially giving blank checks to who-
ever requests it will lead only to the same situation arising again in a few 
years. When another recession hits, people will expect the government to 
pay their bills and lower their taxes.
“I think its scary that the government is going into this much debt,” says 
Charles Burchfield, an assistant professor of political science and philoso-
phy at Gainesville State College. 
“The government needs to do something but I’m not sure they know 
what to do- what, when or how to do what ought to be done,” said Burch-
field.
Debate still rages on whether or not this stimulus will help, but the 
only way to truly know the result is time, and faith in our great nation. 
The ARRA is our savior in the long dark winter of this major recession, 
coming down to help the unfortunate, patriotic Americans who are suffer-




If three is a crowd, five is a club at GSC.
When starting a club at GSC there are some re-
quirements that need to be met.
“There needs to be a five people minimum,” says 
Cara Ray, Director of Student Life.
Among a five-member minimum a club must 
have a faculty advisor that is permanently on cam-
pus. Clubs need a constitution and mission state-
ment. In the constitution, there needs to be a list of 
officers, the requirements for those positions and 
who can be a member. The club also must commit 
to GSC’s policies.
Another item that is essential to a club is money. 
A club does start out with limited funding for ac-
tivities for the remainder of the academic year, but 
there is a budget process that each club has to go 
through. 
In February, clubs apply for funds that will go 
towards the next year, says Ray.
Student fees also benefit the clubs’ activities such 
as trips. GSC asks students to be thoughtful when 
spending their money and show responsible use of 
money.
“We want clubs to actually fulfill their mission 
and recognize values,” Ray says.
Each year between four and five clubs get started 
at GSC.
Tim Horton, Literary Society founder, and Cin-
dy Herren, 38, F.A.C.E. founder, both agree that 
getting and maintaining members is hard for a club 
that is getting started.
The Literary Society was started in November 
2008. The members get together and discuss themes 
and motifs in books such as Choke, One Flew Over 
the Cuckoo’s Nest and To Kill A Mockingbird. The 
meet every other Friday.
“We try to collaborate with other clubs,” Horton 
says.
They are viewing the film version of One Flew 
Over the Cuckoo’s Nest with the film club.
Getting the club set up and communicating with 
the proper people was the easiest thing in starting 
the Literary Society says Horton
Herren has a similar viewpoint.
“I would have to say the support that I got from 
GSC’s Disability Coordinator, Carolyn Swindle, 
and our club advisor, Adrienne Henley [was the 
easiest in putting F.A.C.E. together],” Herren says.
F.A.C.E. is club that “advocates as well as edu-
cates people with and without disabilities” says 
Herren.
Their mission is to support people with various 
disabilities as well as to educate the campus popu-
lation and community about disabilities and how 
they affect our world.





On Friday, March 27, the Black Student Asso-
ciation and Gainesville’s literary magazine, the 
“Chestatee Review” staff, hosted the Open Mic/
Voices of Harlem for Black History Month.
It closed the month-long celebration of Black 
History Month, and it was held to shed light on 
Harlem Renaissance authors and their works.
“I’m here mainly just to support the Chestatee 
Review and get the message out on Harlem Renais-
sance writers,” said Tim Horton, GSC student and 
poetry editor for the Chestatee Review.
The event took place in the student center. Chairs 
were set up along the stage for the audience. The 
B.S.A., the Chestatee Review staff and GSC stu-
dents showed their support by participating in the 
event. 
The audience not only participated by listening, 
but also by taking the stage and reciting these po-
ems aloud.
Horton also said that he “would be reading three 
short poems” at the open-mic event. 
His favorite is “For a Poet” by Countee Cullen. 
Other authors showcased in the event included, 
Langston Hughes, Claude McKay and Jean Toom-
er.
These poems were written at a time of racial op-
pression and pain.
Nicholas Moreno, GSC student and B.S.A. mem-
ber, came to the event “to support mainly his friends 
and Black History Month itself.”
Moreno also said that African American poetry 
makes him think.
“If you can dream your goals then you can 
achieve them,” Moreno said.
Want to form a GSC club? Here’s how
Economic stimulus is 
not the best option
Economic stimulus 
is the help we need
continued from page 9 continued from page 9
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Kaitlyn Frizzell, The Compass
Brandon Carey, Editor-in-Chief of The Chestatee Review, 
leaves the stage for others to perform after delivering several 
poems written by Harlem Renaissance.
GSC celebrates Black history through poetry




Reading for classes is a big part of the college 
experience for all students, but Gainesville State 
College has new club on campus that promotes 
reading for fun.
The Literary Society was formed in late Novem-
ber of 2008. The club began as an idea for a book 
club where students are encouraged to read rec-
reationally. The goal was for students to have an 
environment where they are able to expand and 
talk about what they are reading.
“Consistent, diligent, indiscriminate reading 
makes anyone more sympathetic and tolerant of 
human weakness and frailty, something people 
have lacked for the past few thousand years,” said 
Chris Bell, assistant professor of English, in an e-
mail. “Plus, people who read a lot are more inter-
esting to talk to”.
The club started by word of mouth between stu-
dents and has been growing ever since as members 
bring other likeminded students to the meetings. 
On average they read about one book per month. 
The group meets bi-weekly in Academic II room 
129 to share ideas, understandings, and discover-
ies.
“I was part of such an organization as an un-
dergraduate and always enjoyed being a part of a 
community of readers, and I thought GSC students 
may feel the same,” Bell said. “I was surprised no 
such club already existed.”
The club hopes to grow in numbers and pro-
mote reading across campus. As well as to eventu-
ally attend readings and literary festivals, he said.
The basis of the Literary Society is to encour-
age extracurricular reading. The club attempts to 
make reading very approachable and accessible to 
students. Not only do the members talk about the 
books themselves, but they also talk about themes 
and motifs in regards to the period in which the 
books were written.
“It [reading] gives you a different perspective on 
things, and that is crucial in life. It is important to 
be able to see any given situation from different 
and/or multiple perspectives,” said Tim Horton, 
Literary Society president and student at GSC.
The Literary Society has recently partnered 
with the film club in order to get more students in-
volved. They are reading several books this semes-
ter which have also been made into films. After 
completing a book, the Literary Society will then 
join the film club to watch the movie.
“… So that there is more to the club then just sit-
ting around and reading,” Horton said. “The goal 
of this partnership is to bring attention to more 
artistic mediums”. 
“The club is based on personal involvement … 
anyone is welcome,” Horton said. “The Literary 
Society is going to be one of the coolest clubs on 
campus, based on your involvement.”
Clubs
Joseph Patrick, The Compass
Vedic Culture Society founder Alan Odegard demonstrates how Vedic 
Culture meetings are usually started through music for meditation
By Caitlin O’Dell and Joe Patrick
924170651@gsc.edu and 
9242002892@gsc.edu
Alan Odegard, a student at Gaines-
ville State College, has started a new club 
at GSC designed to embrace Vedic cul-
ture. Using the Bhagavad-Gita as its main 
source, the club will focus on students 
meeting together in a peaceful way and 
honoring four main principles.
The meetings would follow the tra-
ditional meetings in India, the Ashram, 
Odegard said. “If folks came to a meeting, 
it starts out with a musical meditation, a 
way of beginning.”
Odegard displayed the instruments, a 
large drum and small finger cymbals, used 
to aid in the musical meditation at the be-
ginning of meetings. These instruments 
accompany every meeting along with hot 
tea provided by Gourmet Services.
“Usually everyone would sit on the 
floor and leave their shoes outside,” said 
Odegard, “but ... this is a college campus 
and this is hardly anyone’s culture.”
“Almost everyone from India … is al-
ready living this culture more or less. It 
is not a religious belief system at all, it’s 
a culture which encompasses everything 
from what you eat to the clothes you wear, 
how you take a bath. Every aspect of a 
person’s life is part of the culture.”
Odegard emphasized that the GSC Ve-
dic Culture Society is not a cult or even a 
religious club. It is a lifestyle relies heav-
ily on the Bhagavad-Gita, which can be 
roughly translated as “The Song of God.”
“A culture teaches people what to think 
and how to feel about it” he said. … The 
vedic culture is a culture of consciousness. 
Consciousness is what is being cultured, 
and everything else is supporting that 
purpose.”
“The vedic culture flourished about 5 
thousand years ago and passed in what we 
now call Asia and especially India but In-
dia used to be a lot bigger.” Even though 
India has become smaller, other places, 
even Japan, said Odegard, are influenced 
by the vedic culture. 
“There are structures in Cambodia that 
are from the vedic period. They look like 
Hindu temples but there are not Hindus 
in Cambodia; they’re all Buddhists. But 
before the Buddhists came, way before, 
there was no Hinduism, there was no 
Buddhism, Christianity hadn’t even been 
thought of yet, but this vedic culture was 
almost all over the world wherever there 
was population.”
For more information about joining 
GSC’s vedic culture society, please contact 
Alan Odegard at 924199554@gsc.edu. 
The Literary Society
Meetings: Fridays at 1 p.m.
Location: Academic II room 129
Faculty advisor: Chris Bell
President: Tim Horton
Vice President: Sydney Gaines
Secretary: Autumn Hutchins
Books
•Choke By Chuck Palahniuk
•The Cheese Monkeys By Chip 
Kidd
•One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest 
By Ken Kesey
•American Pastoral  By Phillip Roth
•To Kill a Mockingbird By Harper 
Lee
Literary Society aims to be coolest club
New GSC club emphasizes historic culture




It’s the things you buy, like pizza, 
TV and American Eagle Outfitters 
clothing.  
It’s the things you do, like measur-
ing with inches, embracing a friend 
or glancing left before crossing the 
street.
It’s American culture.  And not ev-
eryone in America wants to be part 
of it.  
In a discussion panel titled “Cul-
tural Identity Theft,” Gainesville State 
College students from several coun-
tries deliberated the necessity and 
consequences of assimilation into 
American culture.
“Is it possible to stay true to your 
culture while adopting another one?” 
asked Amon Kirk, vice president of 
the debate club and the Asian Stu-
dent Association, which sponsored 
the event held in the student center 
on March 4.
Members of the Latino Student 
Association, the Black Student Asso-
ciation, Origins, Students for a Pro-
gressive Society and the International 
Student Association participated.
The panel of nine students shared 
their frustrations, snafus and other 
challenges about adopting a new cul-
ture.  The biggest hurdle for some was 
the language itself.
“I didn’t even want to get out of the 
house and speak English,”  said Tina 
Le, a Vietnam native.  She said that 
even after a year and a half of study 
English remained difficult for her.
And speaking it is one thing.  For 
some students on the panel, under-
standing it was a whole other obsta-
cle.
“One time this black guy asked me 
if I was ‘down with that,’” said Nat 
Lee, who was originally from Hong 
Kong.  “I was like, ‘What do you 
mean? Down, like down?’” To dem-
onstrate Lee dropped to one knee on 
the stage.
Even body language was not uni-
versal and had to be learned by these 
students.  Though she was born in 
America, hugs did not come natu-
rally for Tina Mai.
“We don’t do that in Asian culture, 
so it’s different.” she said. 
Mai and some of the other panel-
ists said that assimilation over time 
was unavoidable.  Non-natives, sur-
rounded by the new culture, would 
eventually accept it as their own in 
order to fit in.  
Still several students spoke strong-
ly about holding onto one’s personal 
heritage in their speeches.
“You don’t lose your cultural iden-
tity unless you want to,” said Stepha-
nie Lopez-Burgos.  “I am Puerto Ri-
can and I am proud of it.  I show it off 
whenever I can.”
Lopez-Burgos also said that learn-
ing English wasn’t necessary in Amer-
ica.  One could continue to speak his 
or her native tongue, thus preserving 
his or her cultural identity.
Other panelists felt that some as-
similation was required for them to 
be successful in this country.  Monica 
Fonseca of Colombia said that in or-
der to achieve a professional job or 
just relate to the population in gen-
eral, one had to learn the language 
and adapt.
“If you don’t change, it’s going to be 
hard,” she said.
Lee spoke of the loneliness that 
came from being divided between 
two cultures.  He said that half of him 
was here, and the other half was still 
in Hong Kong.
“I don’t know where I belong,” he 
said.
La Tresa Allen said that the essence 
of America itself was its mixing bowl 
of many cultures, evident by the va-
riety of restaurants, civil rights orga-
nizations and even the many ethnic 
clubs at GSC.
“Someone from a different culture 
should embrace their culture more 
when they come to America,” she 
said, adding that they should share 
their heritage and teach others about 
it.
Tracy Bouapheng, president of 
ASA, served as moderator and helped 
to organize the open forum.  She said 
the club wants to reach out and edu-
cate the GSC community through di-
verse cultural events that have a goal 
“outside of entertaining.”  
She said ASA worked with other 
clubs to create the diverse panel of 
speakers.  They wanted the event to 
be relevant to all students.
“Everyone has their own unique 
culture, whether they were natural-
born, foreigners, or immigrants, ev-
eryone has their own unique charac-
teristics,” she said.
Clubs
Lauren Blais, The Compass
A panel of students from several countries discussed the pros and cons of assimilation into American culture in a recent forum 
sponsored by ASA.  Pictured right to left are Dimitri Iliadis of Greece, Andrew Wilkinson of Scotland, Stephanie Lopez-Burgos of 
Puerto Rico and Monica Fonseca of Colombia.
Students discuss cultural identity theft
Check out our videos at...
www.gsccompass.com




It was a pristine winter evening in Maine.  A 
bench sitting before a forest of snow-covered fir 
trees invited me to gaze at the stars, perhaps catch 
a glimpse of the northern lights as I pondered loves 
past and present.  
Then a roof dropped in from Chicago, nearly hit 
me on the head, and preceded the rest of the house 
which raced up from behind.  The snow-covered 
trees disappeared, but there were a few leafless 
bushes and a wicker patio set.  
Where was I?  On the stage of Brenau Univer-
sity’s Hosch Theatre - and in the way of Gainesville 
Theatre Alliance crew members as they scrambled 
to change sets in record time.
This February GTA performed “Proof ” and “Al-
most, Maine” in rotating repetition.
Many saw both shows. Allie Combs, a junior 
at Brenau University, already had tickets to see 
“Proof ” the following night.
“All their productions are good,” said Combs. 
“I’ve never been to a Gainesville Theatre Alliance 
show that I didn’t love.”
Although “Proof ” and “Almost, Maine” shared 
most of the crew members from construction to 
production, each play had its own director, stage 
manager, assistant stage managers, and cast. 
“By doing these two shows together, it meant 
that we were creating enough roles and opportuni-
ties for student actors,” said Jim Hammond, artistic 
and managing director of GTA and director of “Al-
most, Maine.” 
Hammond explained that contemporary plays 
such as “Proof ” and “Almost, Maine” are written 
with small casts in mind to keep production costs 
down.  Each play required only four actors.
However, “Almost, Maine” allowed for an ex-
panded cast.  Rather than select four actors to play 
all twenty roles, as in the original production, ten 
students were given two roles throughout the eight 
or nine duet scenes.  
The brevity of the roles, which he described as a 
“mosaic,” allowed Hammond to work more closely 
with the cast.  
“It gave me the chance as director to focus on 
the growth of these ten actors,” he said.
The play portrays couples that fall in love, fight, 
reunite and forgive in the fictional town of Almost, 
Maine.
“’Almost, Maine’ explores all the different as-
pects of love,” said Hammond – and all under a gi-
ant snow globe.
Scenic designer and associate technical director 
Larry Cook wanted to design a set that would em-
body the theme of the play.  When he came across 
a snow globe with the word “Maine” on it, he had 
the perfect set.
“It has a fragile quality to it-- like love itself,” he 
said.
Insulation foam board was used to create the 
border of the snow globe, making it 800 pounds 
lighter than it would have been if it were construct-
ed solely out of wood.  Christmas trees bought at 
the end of the holiday season were covered in snow 
to complete the look of this winter wonderland.
At the end of each “Almost, Maine” perfor-
mance, crew members lifted the snow globe out of 
sight and wheeled the trees offstage.  The back of a 
full-scale house, with porch, was pushed carefully 
upstage while a second-story window and roof de-
scended upon it.  
In less than 20 minutes Cook’s second set de-
sign, the back of a distressed Chicago home, would 
be ready for the following night’s performance of 
“Proof.”
“Proof ” tells the story of Catherine, a young 
woman struggling to understand her psychological 
self following the death of her mentally-ill father, 
whose mathematical genius she shared.
Jas Sams, a sophomore at GSC, played Cathe-
rine’s older sister, Claire.  Upon their father’s death 
Claire informs her sister that she’s selling the house 
and that Catherine should live with her in New 
York, hinting that Catherine might be able to re-
ceive mental help there.
Sams said that she and the director, Alan Kil-
patrick, worked together to make Claire “more hu-
man.”  Despite seeming to be selfish, Sams sensed 
that Claire was really trying to do the right thing.
“The more that you see things from the perspec-
tive of your character, the more honest your per-
formance becomes,” she said.
Sams is transferring to Brenau next year.  She 
said student actors should not focus too much on 
being the best.
“You need to care about the message and how 
you, whether you are a principle character or en-
semble member, fit in with that message,” she said.
In the audience of “Proof,” GSC student Justin 
Moore was making mental notes, but not about 
acting: he’s about to write a one-act play for his 
creative writing class.
“She (Catherine, the main character) goes 
through a wide array of 
Proof, Almost Maine are twice as nice for GTA
Photo by Lauren Blais, The Compass




The announcement of Oscar nominations is a 
highly anticipated event. The 81st annual Oscar 
nominations were released on January 22 com-
ing off a year that many films were expected to 
receive nominations and awards.
After the news was released, the local Gaines-
ville movie theater was privileged to have a UPS 
truck load of new movies that received nomina-
tions. 
The Hollywood 15 Stadium Cinemas on Green 
Circle now had not one, but six different Oscar 
movies. These movies were to be shown along with 
the regular weekly movie releases. 
Special delivery movies that made it to Hol-
lywood 15 were “The Wrestler”, “Revolutionary 
Road”, “Milk”, “Doubt”, “The Reader”, and “Slum-
dog Millionaire”.
Although Oscar-nominated movies made a spe-
cial appearance at the theater, regular box-office 
openings for “The Curious Case of Benjamin But-
ton”, “The Dark Knight”, “Iron Man” and others 
were present throughout the year. 
Some people have mixed feelings about the 
Oscar arrivals. Austin Nichols, Hollywood 15 
manager, said, “I think that the Oscar movies 
coming are an attempt to boost sales in a usually 
slower time of year, although that’s not the case 
this year.”
Nichols said the arrival of Oscar nominated 
movies has never really worked.
“We hardly ever have enough time with the 
prints to get the word out, but people like to have 
a chance to see these films that are nominated,” 
Nichols said.
Most Hollywood 15 employees are excited about 
the arrivals of Oscar nominations, too. “I heard so 
much high praise for Slumdog Millionaire,” head 
projectionist David Frizzell said, “and when I 
learned that we were getting the film, I was overly 
excited.”
Local theatre presents Academy Award winners
Photo from SPECIAL 
Oscar-nominated movies make their way to Hollywood 
15 cinemas.
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The charm of Char-
laine Harris’ “South-
ern Vampire” series is 
hard to ignore.
Harris’ tales of 
Sookie Stackhouse, 
the telepathic bar-
maid from Louisiana, 
and her gang of vam-
pire associates have 
spawned eight books 
(with another due in 
May 2009), a number 
of short stories and 
a small screen adap-
tation, HBO’s “True 
Blood”.
Anyone who picks up a copy of 
Harris’ books is sure to understand 
why. Harris introduces Sookie and 
her daylight-disabled pals in a rich 
southern setting rife with danger, 
thrills and a touch of sex.
In Harris’ supernatural world, 
vampires come out of the coffin 
when Japanese scientists develop a 
blood substitute.  While the artificial 
blood is created with the purpose of 
saving human lives, it leads to a rev-
elation that the supernatural is not 
as mythical as most believe.
Sookie, a human with the oth-
erworldly ability to read people’s 





were reborn in 
the midst of the 
Civil War, dur-
ing Viking raids 
on northern 
England and at 
last week’s soc-
cer game. The 
diversity of the 
undead provides 
rich source mate-
rial for modern 
interactions.
While the 
books are largely 
full of unrealis-
tic situations and 
legendary characters, Harris uses 
the taint of prejudice to tie these 
events to the modern world. While 
readers may find a reformed blood-
sucker ludicrous, they will certainly 
understand the desire to exclude the 
individual who isn’t the same from 
normal society.
Harris blends horror chills, vam-
pire mystery and southern humor 
to deftly create an enchanting tale 
that rattles readers and leaves them 
wanting more.
While Harris’ books may not be 
literary masterpieces – the writing 
is more easy-reader than Faulkner 
and some of the supporting cast are 
fairly two-dimensional – they cer-
tainly are entertaining.
Harris’ Vampires 
have big bite, charmBy Joe PatrickNews Editor
924202892@gsc.edu
John Frusciante’s life was saved 
by music.
Frusciante is the guitarist for the 
Red Hot Chili Peppers, but when he 
quit the band back in the early ’90s, 
his life turned into a downward spi-
ral full of heroin use and depression. 
He lost everything: his house, his 
friends and almost his life.
He stopped using heroin when 
the members of the Chili Peppers 
found him and asked him to rejoin 
the band. Since then, Frusciante’s 
life has been fulfilling and produc-
tive.
After re-establishing himself with 
his band, he recently reignited a 
promising solo career. He’s released 
seven studio albums since 2004.
John Frusciante says his newest al-
bum, “The Empyrean,” should be lis-
tened to as loud as possible in a dark 
living room with the lights turned 
off.
So I pushed “play” and turned off 
the lights.
An ominous feeling came over me 
when I heard the loud pulsing drum-
beat open the first song on the album, 
“Before the Beginning.” Indeed, the 
opening instrumental track sets the 
mood for a dark-and-serious album 
that rocks in a way Frusciante’s fans 
haven’t heard before.
On the first lyrical track, a cover 
of Tim Buckley’s “Song of the Siren,” 
Frusciante’s voice blasts out of the 
speakers with power and elegance. 
His vocal tone on the album ranges 
from David Gilmour to John Len-
non to Johnny Cash. The vocals are 
done so well that even Simon Cowell 
would be impressed.
John Frusciante puts a nice touch 
on the album instrumentally, as well. 
The first half of the album contains 
the slower, darker songs with lots of 
electronic sounds. It’s not your typi-
cal rock sound and is especially dif-
ferent from what the Red Hot Chili 
Peppers produce. Think Pink Floyd.
The album progresses into what 
fans of Frusciante are more familiar 
with on tracks like “Central,” which 
has a more rock ’n’ roll feel.
Frusciante has endured experi-
ences – good and bad – which have 
equally contributed to the emotions 
that flow through his music. This al-
bum seems like a compilation of a 
lifetime of experiences, which leaves 
me excited for what is yet to come.
Frusciante experiments
By Jacob Davis 
Contributing Writer
924189855@gsc.edu
Let’s talk browsers. They’re like boyfriends or 
girlfriends. I know, I know, but think about it. If 
you can’t picture it, let me demonstrate. 
When it comes to students, there are three main 
groups I come across: 1) the ones that say “So many 
bloggers and tech sites are telling me ‘Safari is the 
only way’ or ‘Internet Explorer = Bad’ What should 
I do?” 2) “I never felt like I could get away. I was 
almost… blinded.” 3) “I’ve been around the block 
a time or two and feel like the browser I have fits 
me perfectly.”
IE is the heartthrob from high school that wound 
up dropping out of college. Not that that’s neces-
sarily bad, but people, let’s get real. Do you want 
a good lookin’ college dropout or a good lookin’ 
college grad? You know what I’m saying… and you 
can keep the “good lookin’” part. Its abilities are 
pretty much old hat. 
From experience, IE doesn’t hold up when life’s 
problems strike. Rather than taking a stand, IE has 
a nervous breakdown. 
It’s still territorial, but that can be sexy to some. 
Safari acts like the hot one that doesn’t know 
how to dress, but is totally endearing, using what 
few tools it has for maximum satisfaction. Two 
words to describe safari are quick and basic. Not 
necessarily bad qualities in a browser. 
The problem comes when Safari’s “best” isn’t 
good enough. Safari is resistant to change, so plug-
ins and add-ons are limited. That said, when you 
just need something strong to lean on, Safari’s 
there. When you need it most, Safari can stand up 
to your most demanding browsing needs.
Chrome is the cute one that kind of shocks you 
when it jumps out of its shell. It first looks like a 
plain little browser, but it’s so much more. Chrome 
is simple, sleek and only good 
Once you’ve experienced Chrome, you may nev-
er want to go back. It may be weak when it inter-
acts with a very small number of sites and its ability 
to learn new tricks (such as adding extensions and 
add-ons) is lacking, but Chrome’s browsing speed 
and simplicity is more than enough to compensate 
for any perceived weakness. 
The address bar doubles as a search bar. toolbar 
merging productivity with ease. And, one thing 
that makes Chrome unique is the way it handles 
tabs. If one tab freezes, you can flip to others while 
you’re waiting for the problem to be resolved. 
Firefox is the multitasking yoga fanatic that nev-
er forgets your birthday and can stretch as far as 
you want to bend it. 
Firefox happens to be modest, keeping your 
browsing smooth no matter how many tabs you 
throw at it. It keeps you on track with add-ons like 
Forecastfox, EasyAccent and Foxmarks, making 
the productive, on-top-of-things, to-do lister in 
everyone explode with excitement. 
It even lets you dress up with gobs of themes, al-
lowing users to mix-and-match to adjust to varied 
tastes. Such a range of themes are made available 
that the minimalist and the flamboyant can exist 
together in harmony.
So whatever tickles your fancy, whether it be 
power-packing-almost-steroidal productivity tools 
or flashy themes that scream “seizure,” Firefox is 
there for you every step of the way.
So, whether do you agree with my boyfriend/
girlfriend analogy, you can see that there are differ-
ent browsers out there. The only way to really learn 
about them is to install one of these browsers. 
Browsers are like significant others
Photo from SPECIAL
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Historically, Nirvana will forever 
be linked with the Beatles, quite an 
accomplishment for a band that re-
leased four studio albums and two 
live ones.  
First of all, just as the Fab Four took 
fifties rock ’n’ roll, R&B, and rockabilly 
and packaged it into a wholly original 
sound, so did Nirvana make seven-
ties arena rock and eighties punk and 
power pop into something we had 
never heard before.  The culmination 
of this was the band’s third studio al-
bum (“Incesticide” was released after 
“Nevermind” but its cuts were record-
ed before), “Nevermind,” which burst 
forth with an urgency not heard since 
the Beatles, descended upon two con-
tinents in the early sixties.  
Finally, with “In Utero,” the follow 
up to “Nevermind,” Kurt Cobain, who 
wrote most of the band’s music and 
lyrics, showed a substantial growth 
as a musician that proved the band 
was interested in experimentation. 
However, Cobain’s death shortly after 
the release of “In Utero” rendered it 
impossible to not look at that album, 
probably the great accomplishment 
of nineties music, as a suicide note.  
So “Nevermind” remains the band’s 
most important album.
Like John Lennon, Cobain was 
hailed the voice of his generation 
when “Nevermind was released, 
guaranteeing an avenue with a 
tragic conclusion.  However, the 
differences between these voices 
are important.  
Whereas Lennon looked at the 
previous generation, defined by 
World War II, Korea and Vietnam 
and implored “All we are saying 
is give peace a chance,” Cobain 
looked at Lennon’s generation, de-
fined by seventies excess and self 
– indulgence and eighties greed 
and shouted amidst the rubble of 
disaffected children “Here we are 
now entertain us.”  
That rallying cry still encapsu-
lates a generation of youth told 
that materialism matters more 
than relationships.  Cobain be-
came a spokesperson because he 
expressed how individuals felt be-
fore they knew it.  
On “Breed” Cobain offered 
an admission never accepted 
in American society, and did so 
without shame: “I’m afraid, I’m 
afraid, I’m afraid, I’m afraid, afraid.” 
That the music mostly blistered the 
ears only complemented the raw emo-
tion.  Of course, the most delightful 
thing of all was, beneath the distor-
tion and amplifiers, were melodious 
hooks reminiscent of Cobain’s (and 
everyone else’s) favorite band, those 
same boys from England.
Unfortunately, the most striking 
resemblance between The Beatles and 
Nirvana remains the overwhelming 
narcissism of their de facto leaders, 
which has been horrifically roman-
ticized.  Although Lennon was the 
victim of a deranged lunatic, he was 
an admitted junkie, and, although 
he implored us to imagine a world 
with no possessions, it’s impossible to 
imagine him doing the same.  
As for Cobain, one must sympathize 
with mental illness and understand 
the emotional and physical problems 
(he suffered from a stomach ulcer 
that left him in constant, debilitating 
pain) he experienced were beyond 
comprehension.  Yet his life, despite 
the wonderful music, remains more 
of a cautionary tale than anything 
else.  To his credit, Lennon preached 
love as a balm to heal his generation’s 
ills.  Cobain, who sang “Gotta find a 
way, a better way,” choose instead to 
give up.  
From the Vault: Nirvana’s “Nevermind”
Photo by DGC Records
Nirvana’s albums include “Bleach”, “Nevermind” and “Utero”. The band was considered by 
many to be the face of the Grunge movement.
emotions,” he said.  “Someone had to sit down and 
try to figure out how to convey that.”
Students may attend GTA shows for free during 
one of the four designated student nights.  Ham-
mond said that these free nights are Wednesday 
and Thursday for the first week’s performances and 
Tuesday and Wednesday during the second week.
Rather than follow the action on stage at the 
recent performances, James Odom observed au-
dience members in the seats around him.  As one 
of those who helped construct the sets for “Proof ” 
and “Almost, Maine,” seeing their reactions was 
gratifying.
“Whether you’re seeing smiles or tears on the 
faces of the audience members... it’s good to know 
that what you’ve done becomes part of the whole 
that the audience falls in love with,” he said.
GTA story continued from page 17




Since 1984, the New American Shakespeare 
Tavern in Atlanta has enchanted its guests with a 
charming twist on superbly-presented Shakespear-
ian plays and appetizing meal selections.
The ever-changing plays flawlessly complement 
the limitless platters, tempting desserts and fine 
wines, which don’t feed the body as much as nour-
ish the soul.
“Don’t just enjoy one of the classic Shakespear-
ian plays, go and watch something a little more 
unconventional,” Sarah Uhry of GSC said. “That’s 
where the real magic of the Shakespeare Tavern 
comes alive.”
The Shakespeare Tavern offers much more than 
just plays by Shakespeare. This season includes 
works by Geoffrey Chaucer, Charles Dickens and 
Christopher Marlowe.
So go relish the exceptional cuisine 
and become enamored with the passion 
of the Shakespeare Tavern.
The Shakespeare Tavern began in 
1984, with a performance at the famous 
Manuel’s Tavern. Since then, it has 
grown into its own theater and restau-
rant, which features traditional British 
pub fare before every performance, with 
desserts at intermission.
It lies in the heart of midtown in At-
lanta. Coming from north of Atlanta, 
just take 75/85 south and exit on 249-D 
GA Tech/North Ave. From there, turn 
right on Peachtree Street and Shake-
speare Tavern will be on the left.
The tavern encourages customers to purchase 
tickets online due to the plays’ popularity and habit 
of selling out. More information, including a full 
menu and parking, can be viewed at www.shake-
spearetavern.com.
Photo from SPECIAL
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In the mountains above Dahlonega, a treasure lies nestled in the sun-
drenched hillsides.
Wolf Mountain Vineyards started when wine enthusiast and hospitality ex-
pert Karl Boegner purchased and began clearing three acres. The small project 
quickly grew from a “Wine for Sale” sign by the side of the road to a successful 
vineyard and restaurant.
Wolf Mountain Vineyards is a family affair with Karl and his son Brannon 
Boegner handling the winemaking and Karl’s wife, Linda, and daughter, Lind-
say, holding up things on the hospitality side. 
Wolf Mountain not only offers European-style wines but also Georgia hos-
pitality in their a la carte Vineyard Café and seasonal brunches and dinners. 
The focus is on the wine, with themes like “Sparkling Wine and Seafood” or 
“Wild Game, Mushrooms and Red Wine.” 
Brannon Boegner, assistant winemaker and vineyard manager, is anxious 
to let people know how serious Wolf is about wine.
“We focus on the wine and traditional methods that have produced great 
wine for hundreds of years,” said Brannon. “Most of our buzz has been grass-
roots, word-of-mouth. People taste the wine and realize that we are doing 
things the right way.”
The first wine offered is a remarkably bright Chardonnay and Viognier 
blend. The 2007 vintage of “Plenitude” 
is full of citrus, and has the acidity to be 
truly thirst-quenching. The flavors are 
delicate yet well-developed. The wine is 
almost startling in its clean finish and 
intoxicating bouquet.
 “Plenitude” would pair well with 
light seafood or salad cours- es. Anything 
heavier would overwhelm the bright, 
soft flavors.
“Chanteloup” is Wolf ’s full-bodied 
white. It is also a blend of C h a r d o n -
nay and Viognier, but has been aged 
in French oak rather than the stainless 
steel used in “Plenitude”. The 2007 vintage 
features intense floral notes and a mel-
lower finish. 
This fuller wine would complement 
poultry, heavy seafood and even pork 
and soft cheeses. Pork would be particu-
larly flattering to the floral tones in the 
wine.
The hinge point of the tasting is the 2007 “Sunset Rosé”. It’s a dry Rhone-
style rosé with a soft, bright berry flavor. This wine was particularly striking 
and opened up well. The flavors were well balanced and the wine showed great 
versatility.
The rosé is the most drinkable of Wolf ’s wines. It is great for an aperitif or 
cocktail. The winemakers recommend the “Sunset Rosé” as a picnic wine.
After the segue of the rosé, the red wines are presented. The first is the 
2006 “Coupage”, a medium-bodied blend of Merlot and Cabernet Sauvignon. 
The wine is crafted in the Bordeaux-style, which provides a hearty treat after 
the delicate Rhone-style whites. “Coupage” is bursting with berry flavors and 
complexity. The tannin in the wine is soft and warm. 
“Coupage” would complement roasted meats (think London broil) and 
hard cheeses. 
Next on the menu is the 2006 “Instinct”, a full-bodied red in the Rhone-
style. It is a complex and bold blend of four grapes, Touriga Nacional, Syrah, 
Mourverde and Cabernet Sauvignon. “Instinct” is undoubtedly Wolf ’s most 
complex wine with the fruity Syrah and the earthy Touriga Nacional. The fla-
vors fuse beautifully and, with a little aging, show no competition for taste.
“Instinct” is the perfect wine for grilled meats. This is a great substitute for 
beer when grilling up steaks. “Instinct” also holds its own against heavy Ital-
ian sauces.
The finale of the wine selection is a bold Cabernet Sauvignon and Mour-
verde blend, the 2005 “Claret”. It is a dreamy cacophony of bold tannin and 
dark berries with a hint of spice from the Mourverde. The “Claret” is velvety 
and complex, a must for anyone who loves deep, dark reds.
The 2005 vintage can stand up to hearty stews, grilled meats or even spicier 
fare. It is particularly enchanting with spice-encrusted beef.
New to Wolf Mountain Vineyards are the sparkling wines made “methode 
champenoise”, or in the  traditional French champagne style. Demonstrating 
that their winemaking philosophy is far more “European than Californian”, 
the experts at Wolf 
have embarked on 






from the grapes 
harvested in 2006, 
the “methode 
c h a m p e n o i s e” 
style takes about 
24 months to cre-
ate wines. Due to the overwhelming demand, the vineyard has only one of 
these wines left in stock, the 2006 “Blanc de Blancs Brut”. 
The “Blanc de Blancs” is vivid and beautifully balanced. A sparkling wine 
made with 100 percent Chardonnay, it proves to be light and elegant. The 
dryness and bright citrus come together to create a clean-finishing wine that 
sparkles with more than carbon dioxide.
The “Blanc de Blanc” is the wine for caviar. The crisp refreshing taste and 
briny bite blend beautifully. But if Beluga isn’t in your budget, then a salad 
with fresh citrus or seafood might be more your style.
For more information on Wolf Mountain Vineyard, visit www.wolfmoun-
tainvineyards.com.
Wolf Mountain Wines can be found at 
these Georgia retailers:
Harry’s Farmers Market – (770) 664-
6300
Whole Foods – (404) 847-0094
d’Vine Wine Bar – (770) 350-9463
Marietta Wine Market – (770) 919-1574
Shiraz – (706) 208-0010
Bacchus Wine Shop – (706)896-9947
Gosford Wine Shop – (706) 613-5828
Wolf Mountain wines are elegant and fun
Leah Perdue,The Compass
Leah Perdue, The Compass
The vines at Wolf Mountain are held off of the ground by a trellis system.
